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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Thankfulness

In these times especially, it can be hard to see all the wonderful things around us. 
Thankfully, we have our blooms that usually bring us joy and sometimes back to 
reality. 

Let me share a few things for which I’m thankful! 
 
Our incredible volunteers. Our Chairperson Robin Buckler and our volunteers pulled 
Rႇ�DQRWKHU�VXFFHVVIXO�DXFWLRQ��7KURXJK�WKHLU�HႇRUWV�WKH\�UDLVHG�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�DPRXQW�
of funding needed for next year’s operations. 

I’m thankful for the volunteers on our CFOS Board. Each of you contribute in great 
ways, we wouldn’t be successful without you! For those who are terming out, you 
will be missed. However, know, we will always need your expertise. 

I’m thankful for our members. Seeing as many of you as possible each month, those 
who join us via zoom…all smiles and thrilled to talk blooms, share growing tips, 
bringing in blooms for us to drool over. This really makes all the work behind the 
scenes worth it. 

I’m thankful for my plants. I know that sounds just so corny, I also know this 
group will “get” just what I’m saying. To me, there is no place better than in my 
greenhouse. I’m again thankful to be surrounded by like minded people! 

I’m also thankful not to live in a cold climate. However, that doesn’t mean we don’t 
need to plan in advance for those few cold nights. If the weather experts are on 
target, we are in for many cold days/nights this season. Start your planning now, 
don’t be like me trying to button down the hatches at the last minute….just too 
stressful that way. 

For those who haven’t heard, Leu Gardens is undergoing renovations during 
December. Therefore, the holiday party has been postponed until January. What a 
IXQ�ZD\�WR�NLFN�Rႇ�WKH�QHZ�\HDU��

Thank you everyone for being a part of our group! Lori Erlacher
CFOS President
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Don’t forget to bring in your blooming 
beauties for judging each month
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2021 AUCTION!
:H�DXFWLRQHG�Rႇ�����LWHPV�
2XU�DXFWLRQ�UHVXOWV�DUH�WRWDO�VDOHV�RI�����������ZLWK�H[SHQVHV�RI����������JLYLQJ�
XV�D�WRWDO�SUR¿W�RI����������
A huge thank you to Robin and her team of volunteers who made this happen, 
6WHYH�DQG�KLV�WHDP�ZKR�JRW�HYHU\WKLQJ�DXFWLRQHG�Rႇ�DQG�DQRWKHU�WKDQN�\RX�WR�
all the members who participated and did a great job of donating, bidding and 
buying.
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HappyBir!day
October November
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0HPEHUVKLS�LV�QRZ�GXH�DQG�FDQ�EH�SDLG�DW�RXU�PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�FDVK��FKHFN�RU�
FUHGLW�DQG�RQ�WKH�ZHEVLWH�ZLWK�D�FUHGLW�FDUG���0(0%(5�6$/(6

<HDUO\�GXHV�
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Maria Coords
Travis Marois

Noel McCutchan
Luis Martinez
Maria Forsyth

11-5-2019   Beth & Jun Nibungco

To Our New Members
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Let’s Grow Together

https://www.aos.org/

American Orchid Society
Education. Conservation.  Research.
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Those of you who have the luxury of living in a climate where tropical orchids can remain outside through the winter cannot imagine the 
brow-furrowing vexations endured by those of us who have to sequester our orchid collections to safety before the winter season. Not 
only is every square inch of windowsill or greenhouse bench space already spoken for, many orchid nurseries choose this time of year to 
advertise lower prices and bargains. After all, many of them need to pack up for the winter too. I learned long ago that I cannot resist an 
RUFKLG�VDOH�VR�P\�ZLQGRZVLOOV�DQG�EHQFKHV�ZLOO�DOZD\V�EH�¿OOHG�EH\RQG�FDSDFLW\�WKURXJK�WKH�LQFOHPHQW�ZHDWKHU�
This is the kind of obsession that many of us share. Some would call it passion, others pathology. However, due to our fascination with 
the outrageous diversity displayed in the tens of thousands of orchid species and the never-ending array of spectacular and easy to 
grow hybrids, we must resign ourselves to slavishly devoting hours of our personal time, and dedicating vast amounts of space and 
¿QDQFLDO�UHVRXUFHV�WR�RXU�FROOHFWLRQV��$UH�ZH�LQVDQH"�:HOO��LI�VR��ZH�DUH�LQ�JRRG�FRPSDQ\��6RPH�H[WUHPHO\�UHVSHFWDEOH�LQGLYLGXDOV��QRW�
I, of course) are secret orchid growers. You would never know it if you saw them at work or on the street. They seem normal enough, 
with respectable careers, devoted spouses and above-average children. But we know that we are living on the edge, seized by an 
uncontrollable mania that immerses us in that beautiful and mesmerizing world of orchids. If you have not yet reached capacity, what are 
\RX�ZDLWLQJ�IRU"
CLEAN UP YOUR ACT Your collection grew well this summer thanks to all the excellent care you gave it after reading about the 
plants in Orchids. Those that summered outside received plenty of rainwater, excellent light and air movement. Many have put on large 
new pseudobulbs. Cattleyas are forming sheaths, phalaenopsis are hardening their newest growths and dendrobiums are producing 
WHUPLQDO�OHDYHV�RQ�WKHLU�ORQJ�FDQHV��EDVLFDOO\�¿QLVKLQJ�WKHLU�YHJHWDWLYH�JURZWK�IRU�WKH�\HDU��1RZ�LV�WKH�WLPH�WR�SUHSDUH�WKH�ZLQWHU�JURZLQJ�
space, be it a windowsill, light room or greenhouse. If you have not already done so, take the time to clear out debris from last year, clean 
and sterilize the surfaces with a disinfectant and plan your strategy for getting all your orchids safely inside for the winter.
NO HIDDEN PASSENGERS�:LWK�PDQ\�RI�\RXU�ZDUPHU�JURZLQJ�SODQWV��VXFK�DV�YDQGDV�DQG�DQJUDHFRLGV��DERXW�WR�FRPH�LQ�IRU�
WKH�ZLQWHU�EHIRUH�WKH�¿UVW�FROG�VQDSV��6HSWHPEHU�PD\�EH�\RXU�ODVW�FKDQFH�WR�FKHFN�\RXU�RUFKLGV�IRU�KLWFKKLNLQJ�FULWWHUV��$Q\�QXPEHU�RI�
undesirable winter residents may have invaded orchids that are outside. Sucking insects, such as mites, scale or mealybugs, are often 
GHFLPDWHG�E\�WKH�EHQH¿FLDO�LQVHFWV�WKDW�OLYH�LQ�RXU�\DUGV�RU�ZDVKHG�DZD\�E\�UDLQV��EXW�VRPHWLPHV��VPDOO�HQFODYHV�RI�WKHVH�SHVWV�VXUYLYH��
Take the time now to look over plants carefully and treat any pests accordingly. Even though they may not be visible on the leaves, 
colonies of ants sometimes invade the porous interstices of orchid mix. These cannot be tolerated and could cause you a lot of grief if 
allowed in the greenhouse. Once discovered, the ants must be evicted either by drowning or drenching with an insecticide. It is always a 
good idea to repot such plants in fresh medium as the old mix is likely to be seriously
EURNHQ�GRZQ�RU�EDGO\�DFLGL¿HG�E\�WKH�IRUPLF�DFLG�UHOHDVHG�E\�DQW�KDELWDWLRQ�
FLOWER POWER Many hobbyists anticipate the approaching blooming season for many orchids, including cymbidium, phalaenopsis 
and dendrobiums, by fertilizing plants less frequently and with a lower concentration. In particular, the use of high-nitrogen fertilizers this 
time of year can inhibit blooming by encouraging plants to continue growing foliage. For orchids that you are expecting to spike in the 
DXWXPQ��VZLWFKLQJ�WR�D�EORVVRP�ERRVWHU�IHUWLOL]HU�QRZ�FDQ�JLYH�SODQWV�WKH�H[WUD�ERRVW�WKH\�QHHG�WR�ÀRZHU�H[WUDYDJDQWO\�
THE LITTLE DEATH�$�IHZ�RUFKLGV�²�GHFLGXRXV�GHQGURELXPV��O\FDVWHV��PDQ\�WHUUHVWULDOV��+DEHQDULD��&\QRUNLV��DQG�VRPH�PHPEHUV�
of the Catasetinae — are showing brown tipped or yellowing leaves now. Do not be alarmed. Usually shortly after the autumn equinox, as 
GD\�OHQJWK�VWDUWV�WR�VKRUWHQ��PDQ\�RUFKLGV�DGMXVW�DQG�VORXJK�RII�OHDYHV�LQ�SUHSDUDWLRQ�IRU�GRUPDQF\��0RVW�RI�WKHVH�DUH�EHQH¿WLQJ�IURP�WKH�
cooler night temperatures after enduring the summer heat and are genetically programmed to shut down their metabolisms. Respond by  
letting these plants dry out and holding back plant fertilizer. Over watering now can lead to rot problems later in the autumn. 
JUST ONE MORE It is so tempting to load up on new orchids during those ubiquitous autumn sales. I certainly cannot preach to 
anyone about the virtues of restraint when it comes to orchid acquisition, so I hereby release you from any guilt you may be feeling about 
crowding your collection too much this winter. It may be irresponsible of me to tell you this, but we are what we are. I believe the correct 
word is “enthusiasts.” So go for it. Order a few new sale plants from orchid nurseries. And have fun.

October: The Month of Insanity
By: !omas Mirenda
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9HUQ�%ORFK�GHSDUWHG�WKLV�HDUWK�RQ�2FWREHU��WK�DIWHU�D�PHUFLIXOO\�
VKRUW�ERXW�ZLWK�D�UDUH�IRUP�RI�3DUNLQVRQ¶V�'LVHDVH��9HUQ�VSHQW����
\HDUV�DV�D�1DY\�SLORW�����RI�WKHP�DW�VHD�RQ�DLUFUDIW��$IWHU����\HDUV�RI�
VHUYLFH��KH�UHWLUHG�LQ������DW�WKH�UDQN�RI�FDSWDLQ��7ZR�\HDUV�ODWHU��KH�
DQG�KLV�ZLIH��+HOHQ��EHFDPH�RZQHUV�RI�WKH�3DOP�%D\�2UFKLG�5DQJH�
DQG�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�PDQ\�RUFKLG�VKRZV�DURXQG�WKH�VWDWH��7KH\�VROG�
WKH�QXUVHU\�LQ������EXW�FRQWLQXHG�WR�JURZ�RUFKLGV�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWH�
LQ�WKH�RUFKLG�ZRUOG��9HUQ�XVHG�WKH�FORQDO�QDPH�³+(%´�WR�KRQRU�KLV�
EHORYHG�ZLIH��VR�ZKHQ�\RX�VHH�+(%�RQ�D�WDJ��JLYH�D�OLWWOH�QRG�WR�
9HUQ�IRU�D�OLIH�ZHOO�OLYHG�
         �6W�$XJXVWLQH�2UFKLG�6RFLHW\�

In Memoriam

�����0HHW�6KHLOD�&REXUQ��6KH�LV�IDLUO\�QHZ�WR�RXU�
VRFLHW\��������EXW�KDV�VWHSSHG�XS�WR�WDNH�RQ�WKH�WDVN�
RI�JHWWLQJ�XV�DOO�VHW�XS�IRU�=RRP�PHHWLQJV�GXULQJ�WKH�
SDQGHPLF��6KH�KDV�EHHQ�QDPHG�D�0DVWHU�*DUGHQHU�
LQ�2UDQJH�&RXQW\�DQG�GXULQJ�WKDW�WLPH��EHFDPH�

LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�RUFKLGV�DQG�
VDZ�LW�DV�D�FKDOOHQJH�WR�OHDUQ�
DERXW�WKHLU�FDUH�DQG�FXOWXUH��
:KLOH�YROXQWHHULQJ�DW�/HX�*DUGHQV��VKH�IRXQG�RXW�DERXW�&)26�DQG�
LPPHGLDWHO\�VDZ�LW�DV�D�JUHDW�RSSRUWXQLW\�
�����$W�WKH�PRPHQW�VKH�LV�ORRNLQJ�WR�PRYH�RXW�RI�WKH�DSDUWPHQW�VKH�OLYHV�
LQ�ZLWK�KHU�PRWKHU�ZKRP�VKH�FDUHV�IRU��VR�VKH�FDQ�KDYH�PRUH�URRP�WR�
JHW�PRUH�RUFKLGV��+HU�IDYRULWHV�DUH�PLQL�3KDOV�DQG�6OLSSHUV��������� �
����+HU�RWKHU�LQWHUHVWV�DUH�WHFKQR�JDGJHWV�DQG�EUHHGLQJ�EXWWHUÀLHV��6KH�
ORYHV�NHHSLQJ�EXV\�DQG�LV�DOZD\V�OHDUQLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�QHZ��6KH�KDV�
��FDWV�ZKLFK�ZHUH�IRVWHU�IDLOXUHV�DQG�WKH\�UXOH�KHU�KRPH��6KH�KDV�D�
EURWKHU�ZKR�SDVVHG�VHYHUDO�\HDUV�DJR��D�VLVWHU�LQ�7DYDUHV�ZLWK�KHU���
QHSKHZV�DQG�DQRWKHU�LQ�-DFNVRQYLOOH�ZLWK�KHU���QLHFHV�



You shop. Amazon gives.

You can support our Society simply by shopping at Amazon through their Amazon Smile program. 
Just go to http://smile.amazon.com every time you shop at Amazon Smile they’ll donate .05% of the 
pro!ts to us! When you checkout for the !rst time, you will be asked to designate your charity. Type in 
Central Florida Orchid Society in the search bar - We appear as “Central Florida Orchid Society Inc”

You can visit !e Central Florida Orchid Society on the web where you can get information about 
upcoming events, see who next month’s speaker is, read about our society’s history, "nd some great 

resource links for care of your orchids, and pay your dues. 
Check us out at https://c#orchidsociety.org

Like the “Central Florida Orchid Society group” on Facebook.
We post details about all of our events, meetings and shows. "ere
is an amazing collection of pictures of our orchids from previous events 
and judgings, as well as an open forum for questions and discussion.
Click on the link below and join in on the fun!!
https://www.facebook.com/groups/c#orchidsociety
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For those members interested in hands-on learning for the care and culture of all types of 
orchids, the Cultural Study Group meets the !rst "ursday of each month at 7:00PM at 

Leu Botanical Gardens. Last month, we had our holiday party and a fun time was had by 
all. Members are encouraged to bring in their “problem plants”  for show and tell and for 
guidance on how to address the problem. Teri Scott oversees this meeting and is a wealth 
of information that she gladly shares. "ere will be no meeting in December or January. Page 9

Spotlight on AOS Elite Marketplace Partner,
Krull-Smith.

As hybridizers their plants are among the top awarded by the AOS including this
5HQDQWKHUD�,PVKRRWLDQD�SLFWXUHG���,W�ZDV�D�MR\�WR�EHKROG�WKLV�SODQW�LQ�$SULO������

At seven feet wide, it became only one of two perfect cultural awards given to 
a grower scoring 100 points (highest possible) in the history of AOS judging!
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7:30pm AOS 
Orchid Study 
Group via
ZOOM

Society membership dues can be paid at one of our meetings or on our website

Central Florida Orchid Society could not be held every month without our team of 
leaders. They are invaluable in planning, scheduling and keeping our society alive.

Please thank these volunteers.
5HPHPEHU��7KH\�YROXQWHHU�IRU�WKH�EHQH¿W�RI�WKH�VRFLHW\�

,I�FDOOHG�XSRQ�E\�WKHVH�LQGLYLGXDOV�WR�DVVLVW��SOHDVH�¿QG�D�ZD\�WR�VD\�µ\HV¶��

President:     Lori Erlacher   FÀRUFKLGVRFLHW\�RUJ
Vice President:    Brian Behm       YS#FÀRUFKLGVRFLHW\�RUJ
Treasurer:     Nancy Balderson       WUHDVXUHU#FÀRUFKLGVRFLHW\�RUJ
Cor. Secretary:  Helen Tomaszewski    FRUVHFUHWDU\#FÀRUFKLGVRFLHW\�RUJ
Rec. Secretary:  Robin Buckler       UHFVHFUHWDU\#FÀRUFKLGVRFLHW\�RUJ
Membership:  Ed Eldridge    PHPEHUVKLS#FÀRUFKLGVRFLHW\�RUJ�
Newsletter:     Jeanne Brenan     FIRVHGLWRU#DRO�FRP

Lorna Gordon      Jennie Perley      Mary Z. Pinkham      Cari Johnson
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