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      As a new board member, I am so happy to have all of us together and 
almost back to normal. 
 After 2 meetings with the new board members, it is exciting to see the 
new ideas for growing our society and making it fun every month. There will 
be some help requests coming up in the next couple of months for help with 
our annual member auction, our public auction as well as our annual show. 
The money these events raise help keep our dues yearly dues low. Even 
with the increase to $30 per year, that is still only $2.50 per month! That’s 
OHVV�WKDQ�RQH�FXS�RI�FRႇHH�GXULQJ�\RXU�PRUQLQJ�VWRS��
 If you are like me, not having served on any board or committee for an 
event as large as the auctions and show, it can seem daunting to volunteer 
to help. What you may not know is, we have former committee members 
that are willing to mentor anyone who is interested in learning how to help 
with these events. Jeanne Blankenship and I will be taking advantage of this 
mentorship program, because we want to keep this society going long term. 
We would love to have a few others join us. And don’t forget! With the new 
Orchid Bucks program, you could earn enough to get yourself some new 
orchids!
� ,I�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�¿QG�RXW�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�KHOSLQJ�ZLWK�WKHVH�
events, please reach out to one of the board members and we will gladly 
answer all of your questions.
 Can’t wait to see all of your smiles on March, 14th.

CFOS Editor
Jeanne Brenan

A Note from
the Editor
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February Winners
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Don’t forget to bring in your blooming beauties for judging each month. 
You might win a ribbon too!
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HappyBir!day
January February

 1 - Ed Eddridge
 3 - Ralph Huber
 4 - Roger Mabini
 5 - Kieth Ricklick
12 - Larry Shatzer
14 - Robert Wu

15 - Frank Smith
18 - Pricilla Debler
22 - Vickie Oglesby
24 - Pat Fusco
29 - Melody Barnett
30 - Carmen Perkins

 2 - Gerrie VanBreeman
 6 - Jean Gilliland
11 - Joanne Little
15 - Marsha Hearl

16 - Mary Zubrod-Pinkham
28 - Larry Rosen
29 - Robert Bennett

Membership is now due and can be paid at our meeting with cash, check or 
credit card and on the website with a credit card.  MEMBER SALES

Yearly dues:
Individual - $30   Couple - $45   Under 18 - $15

1-1 2011  Teri Scott
1-1-2020  Jay Shafer
1-9-2013  Emilie & Jim Tumilty
1-17-1996  Don & Wanda Sarles
1-18   James Sabetto
1-25   Mark & Shirley Robinson
����������������� 1DQF\�+R௺PDQ
1-28-1996  Marjorie Scarlett
1-30-2011  Larry Rosen
2-1- 2001         Tim & Ralph Huber
2-3-2015          Jane Poche’
2-17-2003  Gretchen Schitter

�¦�¤§¡��
¡�¦�
For those members interested in hands-on learning for the care and culture of all types 
of orchids, the Cultural Study Group meets the !rst "ursday of each month at 7:00PM 

at Leu Botanical Gardens. "e next meeting will be held April 7, 2022. Members are 
encouraged to bring in their “problem plants”  for show and tell and for guidance on how 
to address those problems. Membership for this group is $5 annually. Teri Scott oversees 

this meeting and is a wealth of information that she gladly shares.

Page 4



Orchid Checklist for March and April
 

Cattleya Although March is, in many parts of the country, still a cold and blustery month, the lengthening days and 
warmer temperatures allowed by increased light are long-awaited harbingers of the coming change of season. Some of 
WKH�EHVW�VWDQGDUG�FDWWOH\DV�RI�WKH�\HDU�ZLOO�EH�LQ�EORRP�RU�ZLOO�EH�EORRPLQJ�VRRQ��7KH�ODVW�RI�WKH�ZLQWHU�ÀRZHULQJ�K\EULGV�
will join the earliest of the spring hybrids in a wonderful display. Be on the alert for senescing sheaths that need removal. 
If these yellowing sheaths are not removed, the moisture they trap can lead to bud rot. Careful removal of the sheath will 
allow the buds to develop, although they will need additional support. Changing light conditions can also be a problem in 
March and April. An exceptionally bright day, especially immediately following a rain, can lead to sunburn of the foliage if 
shading is not attended to properly. There can still be periods of dull days where spikes can weaken owing to the lower 
light. Lengthening days will mean increased metabolic rates necessitating increased water and fertilizer. The plants will 
indicate needs by drying more rapidly, which means more frequent watering and fertilizing.
 With the passing of the season for winter bloomers, and the beginning of the season for spring bloom, it is also 
the time to be on the lookout for plants that will need potting after they bloom. Immediately after blooming has proven 
WR�EH�WKH�EHVW�WLPH�WR�UHSRW�ZLQWHU��DQG�VSULQJ�ÀRZHULQJ�FDWWOH\DV��,Q�PRVW�FDVHV��WKH\�ZLOO�EH�UHDG\�WR�JURZ�URRWV��VR�LI�
potted at this time, they will root right into fresh mix with little or no setback.
 
Cymbidium Plants should be putting on a spectacular show this time of year. Adjust all staking and twist-ties and be 
RQ�WKH�ORRNRXW�IRU�DSKLGV��VOXJV��DQG�VQDLOV��*LYH�DGHTXDWH�ZDWHU�EHFDXVH�ÀRZHULQJ�VWUDLQV�WKH�SODQWV��$V�QHZ�JURZWKV�
appear later, increase the nitrogen level in the fertilizer. Should a plant look healthy but not be blooming, try increasing 
WKH�OLJKW�GXULQJ�WKH�QH[W�JURZLQJ�VHDVRQ��7KH�QXPEHU�RQH�UHDVRQ�IRU�QR�ÀRZHUV�LV�ODFN�RI�OLJKW�
 
Dendrobium (Australian)�7KHVH�KDUG�FDQH�GHQGURELXPV�ZLOO�EH�DW�WKHLU�ÀRZHULQJ�SHDN�QRZ��,W� LV�QRW�XQXVXDO�WR�VHH�
D�VSHFLPHQ�RI� WKLV� W\SH� LQ�DQ�RUFKLG�VKRZ�ERDVWLQJ�������ÀRZHUV��7KH�VHFUHW�ZLWK� WKLV�JURXS� ���EUHG�SULPDULO\� IURP�
Dendrobium kingianum and Dendrobium speciosum -- is to provide ample water, fertilizer, and light during the growing 
season.
 
Lycaste�7KLV�JHQXV�RI�VXSHUE�RUFKLGV�ZLOO�EH�FRPLQJ�WR�WKH�HQG�RI�LWV�ÀRZHULQJ�VHDVRQ��6RRQ�\RX�ZLOO�VHH�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�
of new root growth, which is an excellent time to repot into fresh media. As new growth emerges, provide ample fertilizer 
and water. A sign of good culture is an increase in the size of psuedobulbs with each successive year.
 
Miltoniopsis�7KLV�PDUNV�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�ÀRZHULQJ�VHDVRQ��$PD]LQJ�GLVSOD\V�RI�FRORU�ZLOO�GD]]OH�WKH�JURZHU�RYHU�
WKH�QH[W�IHZ�PRQWKV��3UHSDUH�\RXU�SODQWV�IRU�RSWLPXP�GLVSOD\�E\�VWDNLQJ�VSLNHV��LI�QHHGHG��DQG�FOHDQLQJ�Rႇ�WKH�ROGHU�
\HOORZ�IROLDJH��'R�QRW�PLVV�WKH�ZRQGHUIXO�IUDJUDQFH�DV�WKH�ÀRZHUV�XQIROG�
   
Paphiopedilum March is the beginning of the season of heaviest potting for lady’s-slipper orchids. However, it is a 
month where the volume of plants needing attention is still small. It is an excellent month to take the time to work with 
your paphiopedilums before the pressure of other potting prevents you doing the thorough job you should. Look at each 
plant: Is it clean of dead and dying foliage? Is it weed free? Does it need potting? Is it in spike? Does it have an insect 
problem? Cleaning and restaging your paphs is one of the most satisfying tasks of the orchid year. Cleaned and potted 
paphiopedilums look happy.
� 7KH�VXPPHU�EORRPLQJ�W\SHV�ZLOO�EH�VKRZLQJ�WKH�¿UVW�RI�WKHLU�EXGV�LQ�0DUFK�DQG�$SULO��%H�RQ�WKH�ORRNRXW�IRU�WKH�
EXGV��DV�ZHOO�DV�DQ\�LQVHFW�SHVWV�WKDW�PD\�KDYH�IRXQG�WKHLU�ZD\�LQWR�WKH�FURZQV�RI�\RXU�SODQWV��,W�LV�HVSHFLDOO\�GLႈFXOW�WR�
clean mealybugs, in particular once they have become established in the plant. Better to get to them before they get a 
good toehold.
 Increasing light levels should give emerging spikes the strength they need to grow straight and strong. Do not 
EH�WRR�DQ[LRXV�WR�VWDNH�WKH�VSLNHV��EHFDXVH�LI�WKH\�DUH�VWDNHG�WRR�VRRQ��WKH�ÀRZHUV�PD\�GHYHORS�D�³QRGGLQJ´�VWDQFH��

Let’s Grow TogetherAmerican Orchid Society
Education. Conservation.  Research.
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ZKHUH�WKH�GRUVDO�ZLOO�QRW�VWDQG�XSULJKW��,I�WKH�VSLNHV�VHHP�WR�GHYHORS�DW�DQ�DQJOH��OHW�WKHP��DQG�VWDNH�DIWHU�WKH�ÀRZHU�KDV�
hardened for best carriage, especially on the hybrids with fairieanum background.
 
Phalaenopsis In most of the country, March is the peak blooming month for phalaenopsis. Staking needs to be carefully 
DWWHQGHG�WR��VR�WKDW�WKH�ÀRZHUV�ZLOO�EH�GLVSOD\HG�DW�WKHLU�EHVW�IRU�RUFKLG�VKRZV�DQG�MXGJLQJ����HYHQ�WKRVH�LQWHQGHG�IRU�
your home will look best if properly staked. One of the most decorative aspects of phalaenopsis spikes is the way they 
gracefully arch. If not staked properly, the spike will lack this grace and will not be as pleasing. Most growers like to have 
WKH�¿QDO�VXSSRUW�MXVW�EHORZ�WKH�¿UVW�ÀRZHU��DOORZLQJ�PD[LPXP�VXSSRUW��ZLWKRXW�VDFUL¿FLQJ�WKH�EHDXW\�RI�WKH�DUFKLQJ�VSLNH�
�� 5DSLG�JURZLQJ�VSLNHV�DQG�RSHQ�ÀRZHUV�SODFH�H[WUD�GHPDQGV�RQ�WKH�SODQW��&DUHIXO�PRQLWRULQJ�RI�ZDWHULQJ�DQG�
IHHGLQJ�ZLOO�JLYH�WKH�SODQWV�WKH�HQHUJ\�WKH\�UHTXLUH�WR�JLYH�WKHLU�EHVW�ÀRUDO�GLVSOD\��5HPHPEHU��WRR��WKDW�WKH�OHQJWKHQLQJ�
days will also increase the frequency at which plants need water.
�� %HZDUH�RI�WKH�LQYDVLRQ�RI�VXFNLQJ�SHVWV�WKDW�DFFRPSDQ\�WKH�ÀRZHULQJ�VHDVRQ��)ORZHUV�DQG�VSLNHV�DUH�IDYRULWH�
targets of mealybugs and scales. Be on the lookout for their presence, often indicated by the appearance of sooty mold 
UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�WKH�H[XGDWH�RI�WKH�EXJV�DQG�WUHDW�EHIRUH�ÀRZHUV�RU�EXGV�DUH�WRR�DGYDQFHG��,I�ÀRZHUV�DQG�EXGV�DUH�WRR�IDU�
along, the chemical treatment may damage or abort them.

Pleurothallids Members in this large and increasingly popular group will be looking their best now. If plants are not in 
ÀRZHU��WKH�QH[W�IHZ�PRQWKV�SURYLGH�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�WLPH�WR�GLYLGH�LI�QHHGHG�RU�UHSRW�LQWR�IUHVK�PL[��7DNLQJ�FDUH�RI�WKHVH�
tasks now will allow enough time for your plants to become established before the hot weather arrives.
 
Thanks for meeting me down at the Corner! 
Eileen Hector
$26�&RUQHU���$ႈOLDWHG�6RFLHWLHV�1HZVOHWWHU�(GLWRU

The AOS thanks Ned Nash and James Rose for this essay. Articles like this can be found on the AOS 
website and in the archived issues of ORCHIDS.
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You shop. Amazon gives.

You can support our Society simply by shopping at Amazon through their Amazon Smile program. 
Just go to http://smile.amazon.com every time you shop at Amazon Smile they’ll donate .05% of the 
pro!ts to us! When you checkout for the !rst time, you will be asked to designate your charity. Type in 
Central Florida Orchid Society in the search bar - We appear as “Central Florida Orchid Society Inc”

You can visit !e Central Florida Orchid Society on the web where you can get information about 
upcoming events, see who next month’s speaker is, read about our society’s history, "nd some great 

resource links for care of your orchids, and pay your dues. 
Check us out at https://c#orchidsociety.org

Like the “Central Florida Orchid Society group” on Facebook.
We post details about all of our events, meetings and shows. "ere
is an amazing collection of pictures of our orchids from previous events 
and judgings, as well as an open forum for questions and discussion.
Click on the link below and join in on the fun!!
https://www.facebook.com/groups/c#orchidsociety
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Culture
Group
7pm

Turn 
Clocks
Forward

CFOS 
Meeting 
7pm

Society membership dues can be paid at one of our meetings or on our website

Please welcome our new
leadership team for 2022.

THANK YOU ALL FOR SERVING!

President:     Lori Erlacher   
Vice President:    Robin Buckler      
Treasurer:     Nancy Balderson      
Cor. Secretary:  Helen Tomaszewski   
Rec. Secretary:  Jeanne Brenan       
Membership:  Sheila Coburn    
Newsletter:     Jeanne Brenan     cfoseditor@aol.com

Jerry Steele      Jeanne Blankenship      Althea Montgomery     Cari Johnson
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