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Orchid Culture 

WHAT’S INSIDE…      

Upcoming meetings @ Leu Gardens 7 pm 

Culture Group Meeting - Thursday Sept. 5 - The Culture Group has 

monthly topic discussions or workshops on orchid culture and anything 

from repotting to seasonal care.   Open plant discussions address problems 

and questions answered.    If you're not a member yet & you'd like to join, 

$10 annually per member.   Pay cash at the Thursday night meeting.

Hello members, 

There is a wonderful article in the July AOS 
magazine about Habenarias.  Great reading for this 
month’s speaker.  Don’t forget to keep fungicide on 
hand with all this rain.  Also, don’t forget to signup 
for the holiday party (more detail in Upcoming 
Events).

Teri Scott 

CFOS President



Membership

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS !! 

Nancy Lizotte


Lynn Mendez

Nancy Balderson

Nedis Bourns

Nancy Balderson

Suzanne Burns

Rick Culbertson

Lori Erlacher

Michael Johnson

Grace Kahn

Lynn Leathers

Tsuruko Moenckmeier

Joselito Tolentino




August Ribbon Winners 

PHOTO CREDIT EDGAR PEREZ 

Honorable Mention 

Dendrobium hekouense

Owner:  Chris Velez

LC Aussie Sunset 

“Cosmic Fire”

Owner:  Teri Scott

Zygonisia Cynosure 

“Blue Bird”

Owner:  Sue Harper

Cattleya Comet’s Tail

Owner:  Dakota Hunter

Cattleya Dendrobium (No ID)

Owner:  Dakota Hunter

Dyakia Hendersoniana

Owner:  Dakota Hunter



Upcoming Events
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

These questi ons were part of one or more monthly webinar Q&As and compiled by Larry Sexton for inclusion here. Each month, 
a Q&A webinar is held during the fi rst two weeks of the month. To view recorded Greenhouse Chats (Q&A webinars) or register for 
a future one, see htt ps://www. aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx. Send questi ons to greenhousechat@aos.org — Ron McHatt on, AOS 
Chief Educati on and Science Offi  cer.

POTTING MIX SIZE 

QuESTION
Are there guidelines for what size 

bark or other parti cles you should use 
when repotti  ng?
ANSWER

The simple answer is yes. Proper 
potti  ng mix size is a combinati on of how 
coarse the plant’s roots are, and the size 
of the pot you are putti  ng it in. In general 
pots 4 inches (10 cm) or less in diameter 
would use a fi ne-grade potti  ng mix. This 
could be fi ne-grade fi r bark alone or with 
additi ves such as fi ne-grade charcoal or 
Perlite, or a mix specifi ed by the vendor 
as fi ne-grade. For pots 5–7 inches (12.5–
17.5 cm) in diameter, medium-grade bark 
or mixes are typically recommended and 
for pots larger than 7 inches (17.5 cm), 
you want a coarse material, so you get 
extra drainage and air movement within 
the mix. Many growers mix and match 
to create potti  ng mixes intermediate 
between these sizes for specifi c potti  ng 
needs. 

Plants with very coarse roots such 

as barkerias and many vandas will need 
mixes that are somewhat coarser than 
those for fi nely rooted plants and plants 
with fi ne wiry roots such as members of 
the Oncidium Alliance need fi ner potti  ng 
mixes. As a rule of thumb, you could go up 
or down one mix grade for these plants, 
i.e., use a medium-grade mix for barkerias 
in 4–5-inch (12.5–17.5 cm) pots or a fi ne-
grade mix in a 6-inch (15 cm) pot for an 
oncidium. Phalaenopsis have big coarse 
roots, but they do not have pseudobulbs 
to store water, so you need to be careful. 
They need plenty of moisture around their 
roots but, at the same ti me, need good 
air exchange. This can be accomplished 
by using medium- or coarse-grade potti  ng 
materials with the additi on of something 
that holds water such as chopped 
sphagnum moss, perlite or vermiculite. In 
summary, for 4-inch pots or smaller, start 
with fi ne-grade media, for 5–7-inch pots 
start with a medium-grade and for larger 
than 7-inch pots, a coarse medium.

BLIND SHEATHS

QuESTION
My Catt leya seems healthy, but it 

produces sheaths that never fl ower. What 
causes these empty sheaths? Any idea 
what is wrong with this plant? I grow in a 
greenhouse.
ANSWER

Depending on the specifi c back-
ground of your plant, several factors 
could be responsible; absolute night 
temperature, day-night temperature 

diff erenti al and daylength. The fact your 
plant produces strong, upright growths 
and sheaths suggests that the plant is 
getti  ng ample light and has suffi  cient 
food reserves to fl ower. In additi on to 
ample food and light, many catt leyas are 
very strongly dependent on a day-night 
temperature change of at least 10 F (5.6 
C). Without that, they may not fl ower 
reliably or even fl ower at all. This can be 
a problem for growers who live very close 
to the ocean in warm climates or are 
growing on windowsills or under lights 
in homes with litt le variati on in the day-
night temperatures, but it can sti ll be a 
problem for greenhouse-grown plants in 
areas with litt le temperature variati on.

Many catt leyas are dependent on 
a change in the daylength to induce 
fl owering. Spring-blooming catt leyas 
fl ower in a sharply defi ned season because 
of the combinati on of the winter solsti ce 
and subsequent increasing daylength. 
Without that, these plants either do not 
fl ower or do so errati cally. There is an 
old catt leya cross called Catt leya Trimoss 
(trianae × mossiae). One of the parents is 
a fall-bloomer and the other is a spring-
bloomer. Because of this, the cross was 
used in the cut-fl ower trade because it 
could be brought into fl ower at any ti me 
by careful control of daylength much as 
poinsetti  as are forced into fl owering. 
Similarly, some catt leyas fl ower sharply in 
other seasons, triggered by combinati ons 
of lengthening or shortening days.

Lastly, look at your absolute night 
temperature. Many orchids will not 
reliably fl ower if they are maintained with 
night temperatures that are too warm 
regardless of the diff erence between 
night and day temperatures.

LEAF PITTING



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

QuESTION
What could be causing the pitting, 

spotting, whitening, and dying of the 
leaves?
ANSWER

If you look very closely at the leaves, 
you will see numerous tiny little black 
pits. These are either a bacterial or 
fungal disease getting in through the leaf 
stoma. Because it can be difficult to tell 
the difference between bacterial and 
fungal problems, I would treat this with 
a copper-based fungicide (copper has 
both bactericidal as well as antifungal 
properties) such as Soluble Copper, and 
see if the problem improves. 

Most of the leaf problems our plants 
struggle with occur because the plants are 
stressed; too hot, too cold, not enough 
water, not enough light, too much light, 
sour potting medium, etc. Review your 
plant culture with an eye toward these 
conditions. Paphiopedilums need light 
levels that are somewhat greater than 
that for phalaenopsis but less than what 
you would give a cattleya and they need 
constant moisture at their roots. I know 
many growers who grow them in a coarse 
medium such as this, but they water often 
and with water low in total dissolved 
solids. Are you possibly fertilizing too 
often or with a fertilizer that is too 
concentrated?

PHALAENOPSIS PROBLEM

QuESTION
What is wrong with my phalaenopsis? 

It has tested negative for Cymbidium 
Mosaic Virus (CyMV) and Odontoglossum 
Ringspot Virus (ORSV). The oldest leaf has 
no spots.
ANSWER

It is very difficult to say with any 
certainty what this is but there are 
several potential causes. The worst 
would be Phalaenopsis Chlorotic Spot 
Virus (PCSV). This virus is not detectable 
using the virus test you used and it is 
fairly common in the genus. As the name 
implies, the most visible symptoms of this 
virus are those yellow lesions on the plant 
leaves. We know that it can be spread by 
phalaenopsis mites and unlike CyMV and 
ORSV which spread like wildfire through 
a plant post-infection, PCSV does not 
appear to move rapidly through infected 
plants. unfortunately, at present, no viral 
infections in orchids are curable, and 
infected plants should be disposed of or, 
at a minimum, isolated from the rest of 
the collection.

Although phalaenopsis mites can, 
themselves, cause lesions like this in 
the early stages, they tend to attack the 
oldest leaves first. The oldest leaf on this 
plant looks untouched which would argue 

this is not mite damage. 
Lastly, this may be a bacterial or 

fungal disease. It can be very hard to tell 
the difference and most fungicides are 
not effective against bacterial problems. 
Copper has both bactericidal as well as 
antifungal properties so treating with a 
soluble copper fungicide such as Soluble 
Copper would be a good first step. You will 
want to reapply every couple of weeks for 
a three- or four-month period. If you do 
not get clean, new leaves, the problem is 
most likely viral.
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Teri Scott - President  

Jeanne Blankenship - Vice President 
Jeanne Brenan - Corresponding Secretary  
Juan Carlos Bianchi - Recording Secretary  

Nancy Balderson - Treasurer 
Sheila Coburn - Membership 

Lori Erlacher - Past President


Dabra Huneycutt - Newsletter Editor


Leadership

Board of Directors

Samantha Starr, Althea Montgomery, Jane Poché, Denise Andreu 


	Upcoming meetings @ Leu Gardens 7 pm

