
 
 

APRIL 2025



A note from our President  
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• AOS Corner / 
Orchid Culture 

WHAT’S INSIDE…      

Upcoming meetings @ Leu Gardens 

Culture Group Meeting - first Thursday of the month @ 7 pm - The 
Culture Group has monthly topic discussions or workshops on orchid culture 
and anything from repotting to seasonal care.   Open plant discussions 
address problems and questions answered.    If you're not a member yet & 
would like to join, cost is $10 annually, pay cash at the meeting.

Hello Members,  
Another fun filled month has gone by.  Great information from 
Jerry, two sales, grasshoppers to stomp.  On my 4th batch. 
Lots more fun and facts planned for the year. Get your plants 
ready for the show.  Remember to help wherever you can at 
our show.  No task too hard, we need helpers for a successful 
show.  A mounting event is planned for June 28th at KrullSmith 
so mark your calendar.  Don’t forget the next meeting’s theme 
is “April showers bring May flowers”…  now we just need the 
rain!

Teri Scott 
CFOS President 

General Meeting 
May 12th 7:00pm – 9:00pm 

  

It’s our Member’s Auction with Jeff Adkins as our 
auctioneer.  Set up starts at 6:00 pm.  Plants to be 
auctioned off should be there by 6:15 to get logged in.   
Members can bring up to 3 orchids or orchid related 
items to be auctioned off. 



CFOS Member Auc.on Process: 

2025 Current Members only can bring plants.  
            All attending may bid and buy. 

Terms: 
- Only Members may bring up to plants (3) or 3 orchid related items    

related items (still totaling 3), clean & disease free or orchid related collectables.  
- Remember, adding a flower photo increases the selling price 
-Arrive by 6:15pm to register your plants 
-The revenue share is 70/30. For example, if your plant sells for $100 you receive  
 $70 & the Society receives $ 30. 
-Checks will be mailed out within 10 days. Please make sure Sheila has your correct mailing address   

S.ll doing: 
*food – will be on a flow starting when the program starts 

Not doing: 
- raffle 

- silent action 
- ribbon judging  

Volunteers needed: 
  - For signing in member & tagging plants & ensuring they are placed on the table in numerical order 

 - Bidder sign-in 
 - Plant presenter 
 - Plant sales tag tracking (maintaining the list of winning bidders & bids) 
 - Bidder board tracker   
 - Bidder board recorder to write winning # & amount on tag and tracking sheet 
 - Cashier  

Process:  
 - Member auctioning off plants checks in & provides name/phone number & email 

 - Each auction item is give a numbered tag, a total of 3 items allowed 
 - Plants and/or items are placed on preview table in numerical order 
 - Members wanting to bid need to sign in and obtain a bidding number 
 - Once a plant or item is auctioned, the winning bid amount is written on both tags.   
 - One tag stays w/plant or item, other tag is pinned to the corresponding bidder number on bidder      
  board 
 - The plant is then placed on the sold table.   
 - The winning bid amount is written on the master sign in sheet by the seller’s name 
 - Upon completion, the bidder proceeds to bidder board to collect pant slips/tag  
 - Then bidder proceeds to cashier table where someone adds on calculator with tape and passes on to    
  cashiers to take payment 
 - Form to be printed with bidder #, room for PAID checkmark, and room for cashier initials to take to plant 
   table where that person counts plants set aside for them to verify payment. Also should be  
   the number of plants won  



Membership
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS !! 

Maren Aleman, April Bean,    
Juan Carlos Bianchi, Mike 

Cimato, Priscilla Diaz, 
Cynthia Ebanks, John 
Georgoudiou, Melissa 

Gugliano, Duane  Hutton, 
Mary Krese, John Manasco, 

Ly Nguyen, Edgar Perez, 
Trish Ramsey, Luz  Sanchez, 
Scott Sinemus, David Smith, 

Reid Whitacre  

Aaron Burnette 
Diane Campbell 

Elycia Ives 
Stephanie Loaiza 

Joe Prothman 
Ines Ramirez 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY   
Lorraine Amos, Lynn Leathers, 

Georgeanne Lewis, Barbara Thorell, 
Romina Thorstenson

THANK YOU Food Donors:  Dave/Lily 
Bower, Mike Cimato, Pam Marion, John 

Manasco, Joyce Gibault, Janet Mahindroo, 
Pat Fusco, Chloe Mobley, Jana Evans

THANK YOU Raffle/Silent Auction Donors: 
Jana Evans, Georgeanne Lewis, James 

Shepard, Giselle Porto

With our deepest sympathy…. 

Randy Pinkham, husband of 37 years to CFOS 
Life Member Mary Zubrod-Pinkham, passed 
away on March 30, 2025 at the age of 68.   



April Ribbon Winners

Bc. Morning Star  
‘H&R’ 
owner: 
Teri Scott

Epc.  New Hybrid  
SVO 7960 
owner:  
Sheila Coburn

Phal. Sogo Vivien 
owner:  
Sheila Coburn

Red Mini Vanda  
owner:  
Shiree Nichols

Laelia pabstii 
owner:  
Giselle Porto

Den. Nestor 
owner:  
Alvin Chambers

Den. Loddigesii 
owner:  
Jana Evan

Colm. Massai Splash 
owner:  
Jana Evan

Tolu. variegata 
‘Mary’s Ida’ 
owner:  
Giselle Porto



 Platinum Coast 
Show BEST 

SOCIETY DISPLAY 
was beautifully 
created by Teri 

Scott and Chloe 
Mobley 

Nancy Balderson - 1st place - Tol. Bahamensis and Myc Rio’s Pink Delight.   
2nd place -  Eny. Jackie Bright ‘Hilo Stars’.   3rd place Leptotes bicolor ‘Alba’  
Best in Show - Other Vanda Alliance Seidenfadenia Mitrata 
Margie Fantozzi -  AOS trophy V. Testacea HCC 78 points.   Best in Show - 
Vanda Asc. Cherry Blossom ’Carmela’
Sheila Coburn - 2nd place - Phal. Sogo Vivien
Teri Scott - 2nd place - Den. Chrysotoxum and V Christene Joan.  3rd place -  
Bul. Standing Tall and Den. Aggregatum 
Jana Evans - 1st place Colm. Massai Splash, Eulophia guineensis, Pot. Love-  
Love ‘Superior’, Den. Galton Sunray and Bul. More Than Aghast.  2nd place -  
Bul. Standing Tall and Seidenfadenia Mitrata. 

CFOS won 11 1st place,  
5 2nd place and 3 3rd 
place ribbons!!   

Congrats to all winners!!



Best in Show Awards

AOS 
Trophy



Upcoming Events



Our Annual Show is next month and is our society’s main fundraiser.  The 
show committee has been working over the last 5 months to finalize all the 
details. Now we need your help, members getting involved is a vital part of 
our success, you help us assure everything runs smoothly and we give the 
orchid community a great show.

Volunteering is a great way to get involved, sign up with a friend and make a 
fun day of it. The volunteer sign up sheets have been e-mailed out and 
will also be available at our May meeting.  Look them over and if your 
available and would like to get involved please email Nancy at 
njb.123@me.com or sign up at the meeting.

This year we are also trying some additional money makers with Clay Pot 
Characters  and Themed Raffle Baskets.   For those interested in getting 
involved with these activities please RSVP with Teri @ (407) 463-0274 for the 
painting parties and with Karen at steinberg.km@gmail.com for the raffle 
baskets.  Karen will be hosting the raffle basket party on May 17th from 10:30 
am to 4:00 pm at 517 Mayfair Circle, Orlando.

mailto:steinberg.km@gmail.com


Preparing Your Orchid for the Show Exhibit 
If you have a really nice plant that will be in full bloom during the show weekend, you may want to consider 
entering it into an orchid show exhibit or exhibiting the plant individually for a potential award.  
To prepare your plant, follow these steps. 

Groom Your Plant. You should remove dead or brown leaves and pseudobulbs from the plant. Trim dead areas 
from leaves if possible with a single edged razor blade, but not too early or edges will brown. When cutting tips of 
leaves, be sure your cut follows the basic shape of the natural leaf ending. Make sure it is insect and disease free. 
Clean the leaves with a mildly acidic solution like white vinegar, lemon juice, Sprite, 7 Up, etc to remove calcium 
build up or other spotting. Remove trash, debris, dead leaves or stems and weeds from the pot. Stake the 
inflorescence to show the flower to its best advantage. 

Identify Your Plant. To make sure your plant is properly labeled and to make sure you get your plant back after 
the show, some preparatory steps are necessary.  
 1. Complete the plant registration form with the label information including pod and parent names  
   Hybrids are written “mother x father”, so the seed-pod parent (the 'mother' ♀) is first,   
   followed by the pollen donor ('father' ♂). 
  Example: with schilleriana x wilsonii, schilleriana held the seed pod, wilsonii gave the pollen.   
  Resources for searching plant information: Bluenanta, Royal Horticultural Society, Orchid board  

 2. On a piece of masking tape write your name and plant name then remove or bury the plant tag in the pot  
      so it is not visible above the potting medium.  

Getting Your Plant to the Show. If you are not going to participate in setting up the exhibit, arrangements can 
be made with the exhibit team to transport your plant to the show.  Secure your plant in a carry box with 
newspapers to hold the plant stationary. The plants must be ready no later than Thursday 5/30/2024. 

Checklist. Here’s a handy checklist to follow for preparing your plants. 

Clean the pseudobulbs and leaves (water helps to soften the dry papery covering (cataphyll) around mature 
pseudobulbs so that you can gently rub it off). 
Make sure the media in the container is clean and free of weeds. 
Wipe the top of the leaves (vinegar, lemon juice, sprite, 7 up, diluted milk, etc.) to remove residue. Do not use 
commercial spray to shine the leaves, it is not good for the plant. 
Carefully inspect plant for pests and if any are found remove them with alcohol and a Q tip. If there is a bad 
infestation, do not bring the plant to the show. 
Inspect the flowers for thrips and other damage. If a flower is marred by the spots of Botrytis fungus it is better 
to leave the plant at home. 
Carefully stake the inflorescence if this will help present the flowers to their best advantage. If you can plan 
ahead of time it is best to train the inflorescence as it emerges and is soft, a mature inflorescence is hardened 
off and can break easily. 
Provide the plant label information in the interactive form to the Plant List Coordinator who will assign a plant 
number to your plant. 
Once your plant is identified by your name and the plant number, remove or bury the label in the pot so it is 
not visible. 
Remove any wire hangers, hoops, etc. 
Water each plant thoroughly before bringing to the show. 
If the plant is in plastic, drop it into a clay pot for stability. Place each plant carefully in a large box or container 
for transport. To keep the plants from moving around and sustaining damage you can put crumpled newspaper 
around the pots. Some people use cotton batting, florists shred or other material to protect the flowers and 
inflorescences from damage. 

Thanks to the St Augustine Orchid Society for sharing 

Wednesday April 30th



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
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These questi ons were part of one or more monthly webinar Q&As and compiled by Larry Sexton for inclusion here. Each month, 
a Q&A webinar is held during the fi rst two weeks of the month. To view recorded Greenhouse Chats (Q&A webinars) or register for 
a future one, see htt ps://www. aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx. Send questi ons to greenhousechat@aos.org — Ron McHatt on, AOS 
Chief Educati on and Science Offi  cer.

IMPORTED PLANTS

QUESTION
These are large imported plants 

with very few roots. I trimmed the 
roots and mounted them. Is it ok to 
mount plants with very few roots? What 
recommendati ons do you have for this 
type of plant? What should I do with 
them?
ANSWER

When you buy recently imported 
plants you will not get much root 
system. This is because of the way they 
are prepared to enter the country. 
Plants are removed from their pots or 
mounts, treated, dried, and the roots 
cut to no more than a couple of inches 
(centi meters). They are then packed and 
shipped. 

Can you mount them like this? Sure. 
But they will need a litt le extra care. Roots 
adapt to what they were developed in. I 
know many growers who routi nely trim 
away most of the root system of plants 
they are mounti ng because the transiti on 
from pot to mount usually results in the 
loss of most of the roots developed in the 
pot. Keep them humid, and moderately 
shady. Daily light misti ng of new mounts 
will help to encourage the formati on of 
new roots. Some plants such as species 
catt leyas may take some ti me to produce 
new roots. Just conti nue to keep them 
humid. 

If you wish to pot imported plants with 
severely trimmed roots, put them in the 
smallest pots they will fi t in (remember, 
lots of wet potti  ng medium without acti ve 
roots will encourage root rot). When 
you see evidence of strong new root 
growth, you can slip them up into more 
appropriately sized pots. Alternati vely, 
you can even try rooti ng them in a small 

amount of water. I use that technique for 
starti ng catt leya backbulbs. The March 
issue of Orchids has a short arti cle writt en 
by a member who used that method 
to save a special plant to her and the 
2015 Supplement to Orchids has a more 
detailed arti cle. In a nutshell, stand the 
plants in water up to about where the 
red arrows are. The container needs to 
be open, so the water does not become 
anaerobic. Change the water oft en and 
watch for new root development.

It is harder to bring in plants when 
they are seasonally out of phase (for 
instance, going dormant as we enter 
spring) but it can be done with care. The 
whole process can take up to 18 months 
for these plants to readjust to our seasons 
and oft en the fi rst growth produced will 
not be up to par or fl ower.
TO STAKE OR NOT TO STAKE?

QUESTION
Would it have been bett er to have 

staked the stems of this Dendrobium to a 
more verti cal presentati on?
ANSWER

You could but it is really a personal 
choice. For this type of Dendrobium, I 
happen to like this presentati on. It is 
much more in keeping with what these 
plants do in the wild. They tend to have 
horizontally arranged infl orescences with 
fl owers on either side of the horizontal 
line. If you want an upright presentati on 
you need to begin staking very early, do 
it loosely, and move the ti e frequently 
up the infl orescence. Newly developing 
infl orescences are like asparagus. If you 
ti e them ti ghtly to a stake, or att empt to 
straighten them aft er they have hardened 
off , you run the risk of snapping them off . 
The bott om line is that it is a personal 

preference and the plant is very nice 
presented as it is. 
SNACK TIME

QUESTION
When I went outside to water my 

vandas, the two with large fl owers 
appeared to have had most of their 
fl owers eaten. What could be causing 
this? They are covered with horti cultural 
bubble wrap, open at the bott om, and 
have a heater set to come on when the 
temperature goes below 60 F (15.6 
C). Some smaller-fl owered vandas are 
blooming in the same area that are 
untouched.
ANSWER

This is most likely mouse damage. 
How can we tell? It is not slugs because 
there are no slime trails and the whole 
fl owers are chewed off  from a parti cular 
point on the ovary. It is also not likely 
due to roaches because they produce 
damage that looks like mice without slime 
trails and it would take a large number 
of roaches to do this much damage in a 
single night. 

Mice, on the other hand, can do 
incredible amounts of damage in a 
very short ti me. They crawl up the 
infl orescences and out onto the rigid 
ovaries, then eat as much of the fl ower 
as they can and then move on to the 
next fl ower. They can take out an enti re 
cymbidium infl orescence in one night. 
Your smaller fl owered vandas were likely 
spared because the larger fl owered ones 
make bett er support.
Check your growing area for other signs 
of mice or small rodents. They can be a 
real problem when the weather cools 
and they are masters at navigati ng ti ght 
spaces. If you set out traps, peanut butt er 
is a marvelous bait. They fi nd it irresisti ble 
and cannot get it off  of the trap without 
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tripping it like they can with something 
like solid cheese. Depending on how many 
are around, it may take multiple traps and 
more than one night to get rid of them.
STRESSED PLANTS

QUESTION
I have something bad going through 

my phal collection. I thought at first that it 
was biological, so I treated it with Phyton 
27 and 10 days later with Thiomyl. I have 
also tried to isolate the diseased plants, 
but the symptoms are spreading.
ANSWER

It looks like the plants are dealing with 
stress. The plant to the right (all yellow 
leaf) looks like simple leaf loss. The leaf 
shed is most likely because it is not getting 
enough water. This can be the stress of 
low humidity, an open potting mix, or too 
much drainage but it could also signal 
advancing root loss — possibly Rhizoctonia 
infection, especially if it is spreading. The 
plant on the left is harder to diagnose but 
could be the same problem. The plants 
can be struggling with water content. In 
the case of these novelty phals, it can 
be temperature stress, especially in the 
winter. Neither one of these photos looks 
like a classic fungal or viral infection. 
I would check the condition of the root 
system first. Slipping the plants out of 
their pots will not harm them and you 
will be able to see if they are desiccated 
or rotting. If this is a spreading Fusarium 
or Rhizoctonia infection, Thiomyl is a 
good treatment choice as is Phyton 27. 
You will need more than one application, 
and these should be applied as drenches 
because they are taken up by the roots 
better than the leaves. Once you see the 
development of new roots, either keeping 
the plants better hydrated or clearing up 
a fungal root infection, this leaf damage 
should stop advancing.
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GREATideas Text and photographs by Daniel Duda

Alternative to Plastic or Terracotta Pots (Reprinted from Orchids 86[1]:30)

sell large PVC drainage pipe. With an 
inside diameter of 6 ¼ inches (15.9 cm), 
depth of only 3 inches (7.5 cm) and wall 
thickness of 3/16 inch (4.7 mm), they 
have a nearly flat bottom and sufficient 
weight to remain upright on a bench. The 
side of the end-cap is thick enough to use 
various types of clips used to stabilize 
a newly potted plant, and is also thick 
enough to bore ¼-inch (0.6 cm) holes, 120 
degrees apart, near the rim, for attaching 
three-wire hangers. The end-cap bottom 
can be easily bored with a ¾-inch (1.9 
cm) drill bit (spade or auger) to provide 
ample drainage. With a perfectly smooth 
interior, removing a plant for division or 
repotting is as simple as soaking the entire 
container and plant in a bucket of water 
for a while, then easing it out of the end-
cap with minimal root trauma. The heavy 
PVC will endure almost any vigorous 
sanitation prior to re-use and, while a bit 
more expensive than plastic or terracotta, 
they will last many years.

— Dan is a retired Naval Officer and 
Aviator who resides in northwest Florida.  
An AOS member for nearly 45 years, he has 
grown orchids as a hobby since stationed 
in Hawaii in the early ‘60s. He presently 
has approximately 150 plants (mostly 
Cattleya alliance hybrids and species), 
that he moves from his greenhouse to 
“outdoors”, and back again, as seasons 
change.  He can be contacted through 
email at:  danduda@comcast.net.

[1] A PVC end cap drilled for drainage and a 

hanger viewed from the bottom.

[2] The same end cap viewed from above.

[3] A small cattleya happily growing in a 

PVC end cap.

[4] Catteyas in PVC end cap pots.

4

3

AS AN ORCHID hobbyist for the past 50 
years, I have experimented with different 
growing pots of different sizes, shapes and 
materials. From experience and research, 
it became apparent that these variables 
are important from several perspectives 
in order to accommodate individual 
plant growth habit, plant size, media 
and moisture requirements. Equally 
important are pot structural durability, 
ease of unpotting or repotting, routine 
sanitation and suitability for long-term 
use and reuse.

With the general exception of baskets 
and slab mounts, most containers used 
today by hobby growers are either plastic 
or terracotta pots of varying diameters 
and depths. Some of the advantages and 
disadvantages of either are familiar.
PLASTIC POTS

Pluses Inexpensive, readily avail-
able and lightweight, easier to unpot 
for transplanting or division, generally 
impervious surfaces adverse to moss, 
fungus and mold growth, and easy to 
sanitize for reuse.

Minuses Structurally flimsy, some-
what unstable for keeping tall plants 
upright on the bench, difficult to use with 
rhizome clips or pot hangers and subject 
to ultraviolet degradation in direct sun 
areas.
TERRACOTTA POTS

Pluses Aesthetically pleasing, heavy 
weight and good stability for keeping taller 
plants upright, porous surfaces allow 
increased aeration, easy compatibility 
with plant clips and pot hangers, immune 
to ultraviolet degradation in high light 
situations and easy to sanitize and reuse.

Minuses Subject to breakage if 
dropped or left out in freezing weather, 
prone to accumulate moss and fungal 
growth on the exterior surfaces and 
roots often form very strong bonds with 
surfaces, making depotting challenging.

Although my personal preference for 
many years has been terracotta pots, I have 
recently found a polyvinyl chloride (PVC) 
drainage pipe end-cap that, with minimal 
modification, has become my favorite 
container for “flat-growing” monopodial 
orchids such as a phalaenopsis and 
sympodial orchids with a smaller growth 
habit such as a miniature cattleya.

The end-caps can be found at any 
of the “big box” or hardware stores that 
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 Teri Scott - President  

Jeanne Blankenship - Vice President 
Jeanne Brenan - Corresponding Secretary 
Juan Carlos Bianchi - Recording Secretary 

Nancy Balderson - Treasurer 
Sheila Coburn - Membership 

Lori Erlacher - Past President


Dabra Huneycutt - Newsletter Editor


Leadership

Board of Directors
Althea Montgomery, Jane Poché, Denise Andreu, Maren Aleman 
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