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WHAT’S INSIDE…      

Culture Group Meeting - Thursday, October 2 @ 7 pm, 
St. John Lutheran Church.    The Culture Group has monthly 
topic discussions or workshops on orchid culture and anything 
from repotting to seasonal care.   Open plant discussions address 
problems and questions answered.   Join anytime.  $10 annually, 
pay cash at the meeting.

Hello again,
It has been an uneventful grasshopper summer until 
last week.  I caught 4 sneaky buggers in my yard.  
One even tried to hide in my rose bush!   We had a 
great turnout at last month’s meeting.  Our holiday 
party is just around the corner.  I will start a plant 
choice signup this month.  Remember the rules: NO 
sign up, NO plant, NO attendance, NO plant.  I can’t 
hold them.  Choices are: Phals, Oncidiums. Cattalya, 
Dendrobiums, or Vandas. 

Sincerely,
Teri Scott 
President

As we transition to our new 
location we experienced a 
few hiccups.  
   Parking - overflow parking 
is available across the street 
on Camila.. look for signs.
   GPS Directions - when 
entering Orlando Ave you 
need to specify Winter Park 
or you can use 1649 Orchid 
Avenue, Winter Park, FL
   Room Temperature - 
we’ve asked for the room to 
be warmer.
   AV equipment - will add 
projector and larger screen for 
speakers.
   Door entrance - we will 
assign door monitors to 
provide quick access.
   Smoking- no smoking 
allowed on campus

Upcoming Meetings

A note from our President



September Birthdays 
Debbie Beckman 

Penny Bullard 
Aaron Burnette 
Maria Campos 
Maki Clayton 

Jennifer Cooper 
Alfredo Escalera 

Neil Lang 
Vivian Luscuskie 

Sandra Manzi 
Pam Marion 

Cathy Matthews 
Linda Scherer 

James Shepard 
Patricia Smith 

Charlotte Thompson

October  Birthdays 
Lorraine Amos 

Rodney Atkinson 
Brandi Bowman 
Jeanne Brenan 
Kathi Clifford 

Marcia Damsel 
Sandy Doyle 
Doris Fana 

Joyce Gibault 
John Hicks 

Monica Hoyos 
Alicia Lang 

Nancy Lizotte 
Steven Manzi 

Bryan McKeon 
Lianna O’Neal 

Gisela Rodriguez 
Marilyn Sandoz

Membership

THANK YOU to 
all food donors!!



Denise Andreu seeking reelection 

     Jana Evan seeking election
     Mike Climato seeking election
    

Jane Poche seeking reelection
Maren Alman seeking reelection

Chloe Mobley seeking election

5 BOARD OF DIRECTORS POSITIONS

PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT
Jeanee Blankenship seeking reelction

Teri Scott seeking reelection

RECORDING SECRETARY

TREASURER

MEMBERSHIP CHARIMAN
Sheila Coburn seeking reelection

Nancy Balderson seeking reelection

 All positions are open for reelection, 
members may nominate any member in 

good standing, including themselves.

Those officers qualified may seek reelection.

A CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

 All DIRECTORS SHALL BE MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY 
AND ARE ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND 5 0f 6 REQUIRED 

BOARD MEETINGS AND ATTEND 9 0F THE 11 
MONTHLY MEETINGS IN PERSON OR BY ZOOM   



September Winners

Aerides lawrenceae         
owner not identified   

CDA Linkin Adrian Bryan         
owner Phillip Hamilton 

Christensonia Vietnamese        
owner Jana Evans 

C.  Hsinyling Pink Doll         
owner Gisele Porto 

Den. Hibiki               
owner Gisele Porto 

Enc. Moebusii          
owner Claude Hamilton 



September Winners

Alcra. Mem. Donald Yamada         
owner Kristen Ling 

Oncidium No ID       
owner Shiree Nichols 

Pptm. La Jolla Delight Hilo 
owner Teri Scott 

Zygopetalum Debbie De Mello  
owner Kristen Ling 

V. Somsri ‘Blue Glory #1’         
owner Margie Fantozzi 



Sponsored by and located at
Commerce Bank & Trust 
1201 S. Orlando Ave, Winter Park  32789

October 16th - 18th  

October 18th 10a -4pm  
& One Day Sale

3rd  Annual 
Jean & Ed Gilliland

Memorial Show

Presents the
Central Florida Orchid Society

Upcoming Events

Volunteers are needed for the 
membership table at both Orchids in 
Bloom’s Open House and Krull-
Smith’s Fall Festival.

We like to have 2 members for each 4 
hours shift. A sign up sheet e-mail will 
be sent out and passed around at our 
next meetings. 

Plants in bloom will be needed for our 
upcoming Bank Show & Sale. If you 
have something in bloom and would 
like to enter it in the display, plants will 
need to be at the bank Thursday 
morning by 10am or you can contact 
Teri Scott to make arrangements for 
pick up.
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DISCOLORED LEAF

QUESTION
What could be causing these leaf 

discolorations on my Phalaenopsis plant?
ANSWER 

There are several problems that could 
be causing this, and figuring out which 
one is not always easy. These lesions 
could be the result of a virus infection, and 
unfortunately, you can only test for two 
common viruses — Cymbidium Mosaic 
Virus and Odontoglossum Ringspot 
— today. Companies are working on 
the development of stable test kits for 
Phalaenopsis Chlorotic Spot Virus, the 
other very common virus in phalaenopsis, 
but those are not commercially available 
today.

I would start by testing this plant for 
the two viruses you can test for. Virus 
test kits are available domestically from 
Agdia Corporation, as well as a couple 
of companies in Asia. If the test result 
is negative, you will have ruled out the 
worst cause, as viruses in plants cannot 
be cured today.

Phalenopsis mites could also be the 
cause of this sort of damage. These are 
extremely tiny, slow-moving mites that 
damage the cuticle of the leaf. They also 
do not spin webs like spider mites. Once 
exposed to the elements, the underlying 
leaf tissue collapses and dies, turning 
black as it does. One of the common 
signs of phalaenopsis mite damage is that 
older leaves are preferentially damaged 
over younger leaves because the mites 
are attracted to the thicker cuticle of 
old leaves. Minor infestations can be 
controlled by raising the humidity and 
periodic cleaning of the foliage with warm 
soapy water to remove the mites. Mites 
are related to spiders, and most pesticides 
are ineffective against them. Chemical 
control requires the use of a miticide 
rated for the control of broad mites. 

also infest the roots of epiphytes but you 
can remove small infestations with cotton 
swabs and alcohol. Bigger infestations 
will require chemical treatments using 
systemic insecticides such as Orthene or 
one of the neonicotinoid preparations like 
Imidacloprid or Safari.

If what is at the center of those yellow 
spots is hard and cannot be removed, they 
could be scar tissue resulting from edema. 
The green arrow on the photograph of 
the front of the leaf points to what looks 
like such a scar. Edema results from an 
imbalance of water entering the plant 
through the roots and the water lost 
through transpiration from the leaves. 
When that happens, pressure in the cells 
increases until the leaf epidermis blisters 
just like a water blister. In the worst cases, 
these blisters rupture and leave behind 
craters that look like the one with the 
arrow. In others, they will eventually dry 
and callus over leaving what look and feel 
like skin calluses. If that’s what these white 
spots are, they cannot be cured but you 
can take precautions to minimize them 
in the future. During very wet periods 
or hot and very humid conditions, make 
sure you have increased air movement, 
especially at night, and decrease your 
watering frequency so the plants are not 
saturated. When you water, water very 
thoroughly and then let the plants reach 
dryness before watering again. If you are 
growing outside, put the plants under 
cover so afternoon rains do not keep 
them saturated.

There are also a few fungal problems 
that can result in damage that looks like 
this. You might want to consider treating 
the plants with a fungicide containing 
copper (Phyton 27 or Liquid Copper), 
Daconil, Cleary’s 3336, or Pageant if you 
have it, following label instructions. Just 
be careful not to get copper-bearing 
fungicides on any dendrobiums you might 
have. Many dendrobiums are intolerant 
of copper.

From the angle of these photographs, 
the new leaf (arrow) appears to be clean, 
suggesting that the problem is likely 
mites.
YOUNG SCALE?
QUESTION

BROWN ROOTS

These questions were part of one or more monthly webinar Q&As and compiled by Larry Sexton for inclusion here. Each month, 
a Q&A webinar is held during the first two weeks of the month. To view recorded Greenhouse Chats (Q&A webinars) or register for 
a future one, see https://www. aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx. Send questions to greenhousechat@aos.org — Ron McHatton, AOS 
Chief Education and Science Officer, Editor, Orchids Magazine.

Could you please tell me what these 
yellowish-white spots are and how to 
treat them?
ANSWER 

Again, there are a couple of things 
that could be at play here. If those dark, 
discolored spots on the backside of the 
leaf (red arrows) are in the same place 
as the corresponding yellow spots on 
the front of the leaf (yellow arrows), this 
could be the beginning of an infection 
by Colletotrichum or Glomerella fungi 
(commonly called Anthracnose in 
Cattleyas). This can be treated for using 
fungicides containing copper (Phyton 27, 
Liquid Copper), Daconil, Cleary’s 3336, 
or Pageant if you have it, following label 
instructions. 

Also, look very closely at those yellow 
spots on the front of the leaf and see if 
the white dot in the center of the spots 
can be removed with a fingernail. I cannot 
enlarge the images enough to tell, but 
they could be immature scale insects. 
Once the crawlers reach a certain size, 
they stop moving and secrete the typical 
waxlike covering of adult scale. At this 
stage, they appear as tiny whitish dots 
in the center of yellowed areas that 
are being starved for nutrients by the 
insects’ feeding on the plant. Scale can 
be very hard to control because of the 
wax coating and the fact that they can 

QUESTION 
My roots are brown, firm and wet. I 

heard they should be white, greenish, or 
gray. What is wrong?
ANSWER

These roots are being kept too wet. 
Those that are brown but still firm are on 
the verge of rotting. Roots that are rotten 
will be soft and mushy and the arrow 
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MCHATTON
points to one that I am fairly certain is 
rotting. For now, you need to reduce 
watering frequency and allow the roots to 
dry out. Rotten roots may branch above 
the rotted portion, but these roots will not 
return to a whitish or greenish color. At 
the proper repotting time, repot the plant 
into fresh potting mix. At that time, you 
will remove all the old mix and cut back 
the roots that have rotted to solid tissues. 
If your mix continues to stay too wet even 
if you reduce watering frequency, you 
will want to switch to a more open, fast-

draining, less moisture-retentive mix.

LEAF TIP DIEBACK
QUESTION

I am not sure what is causing this leaf 
tip to turn black. When I water, I make 
sure not to get it wet. It started on the 
edge of the leaf. Thinking it might be 
fungal, I used Physan 20, but it got worse. 
My apology for the out-of-focus picture. 
What do you suggest?
ANSWER

This does not appear to be leaf tip 
dieback caused by calcium deficiency. 
When that occurs, the newly developing 
leaf becomes jet black, beginning at the 
tip of the leaf, and progresses down the 
leaf until it kills the entire growth. The 
dividing line between good, green tissue 
and the necrotic portion is very sharp with 
little, if any, yellow in between, unlike the 
fuzzy progression exhibited here.  

I suspect this is a fungal infection 
that got started on the soft edge of the 
young leaf. Physan is a good choice for 
the prevention of fungal and bacterial 
problems, but as you have seen, it is not 
very effective against diseases that have 
actually gotten a foothold inside the 
plant. 

I would treat this as a fungal infection 
and remove the leaf down to the red 
arrow. Then treat the plant with a systemic 
fungicide such as Liquid Copper, Phyton 
27 (both copper complexes), Thiomyl 
(Banrot, Clearys 3336 and thiophanate 
methyl are chemically the same as 
Thiomyl) or Captan. All of the non-copper 
products are powders and for protection 
against reinfection through the cut, you 
can make a paste and apply it to the cut 
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Teri Scott - President  
Jeanne Blankenship - Vice President 

Jeanne Brenan - Corresponding Secretary 
Chloe Mobley - Recording Secretary 

Nancy Balderson - Treasurer 
Sheila Coburn - Membership 

Lori Erlacher - Past President


Dabra Huneycutt - Newsletter Editor


Leadership

Board of Directors
Althea Montgomery, Jane Poché, Denise Andreu, Maren Aleman 
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