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A note from our President  
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• AOS Corner  

• CFOS information 

WHAT’S INSIDE…      

Upcoming meetings 

Culture Group Meeting - Thursday, August 7 @ 7 pm, Leu Gardens  
The Culture Group has monthly topic discussions or workshops on 
orchid culture and anything from repotting to seasonal care.   Open 
plant discussions address problems and questions answered.    If you're 
not a member yet & would like to join, cost is $10 annually, pay cash at 
the meeting.

Hello members, 

Boy is it HOT !   Need more rain.   Thanks members for 
your patience in the theme.   Hope you get creative for 
this month’s theme VACATION.  I know I am ! 

Teri Scott, CFOS President





Membership

Sara Joiner 
Wendy McClesky 
Stephany Singh 
Arlene Thude  

Eric Thude 

THANK YOU Food Donors!! 
Vivian Luscuskie 

Janet Mahendroo 
Maren Aleman 

Nancy Balderson 
Chloe Mobley  

Pam Marion 
Jerry Steele

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!!

July Birthdays 
Denise Andreu 

Ken Clayton 
Marcela Hoyas  
Daniel Iskanyn 

 Georgeanne Lewis 
Annette Rodriquez 
Christopher Velez 
August Birthdays 
Nancy Balderson 

Melissa Byrd 
Carlos Campos 
Maxine Cherry 
Heather Doyle 
Lori Erlacher 

Vincent Gomez 
Patricia’s Hall 
Grace Kahn 
Kristin Ling 

Tsuruko Moenckmeier 
 Claudia Perez 

Stepheny Singh 
Arlene Thude 

Joselito Tolentino



Member Spotlight 

Claude has been growing orchids for over sixty years and is a former President of the 
Jamaica Orchid Society and is a life member Jamaica Horticultural Society. He is an  
Accredited Judge of the Jamaica Orchid Society since 1986 and of the American Orchid  
Society since 2000. He is affiliated with the Florida Caribbean Judging Center of the 
American Orchid Society in Miami, and has judged and lectured in over 34 countries. At 
age 14 he was one of the founders of the St. James Horticultural Society in Montego Bay,  
Jamaica.   

He is well known as a hybridizer (breeder) of orchids and lectures on orchids, orchid 
culture and orchid judging. Perhaps best known as a breeder of Broughtonias, Encyclia, 
Myrmecophila, Laelia and their hybrids.. He has also bred award winning Oncidinae, 
Dendrobiums and Phalaenopsis and Vandas and several other genera. His hybrids have 
won many awards at orchid shows in several countries.   

Claude and his wife Elizabeth (Betty) founded a small family owned nursery in Jamaica 
called Hamyln Orchids Ltd.in 1983.  Most of the orchids grown at Hamlyn Orchids were 
propagated from seed in their own facilities in Kingston. They are well known 
internationally as growers of interesting species and hybrids. He is a member of the Orchid 
Hybrid Registration Committee (OHRAG). 

In May 2017 Claude was presented with an award by The American Orchid Society for 
excellence in hybridizing. Hundreds of plants produced at his nursery have won quality or 
botanical awards from The American Orchid Society as well as other orchid societies in 
other parts of the world.    

Claude has since closed his nursery in Jamaica and has relocated to Florida to be close to 
his family including daughter Claudia and son Phillip Hamilton of Bredren Orchids Llc. He 
plans to continue breeding here in the USA and is in the process of setting up a laboratory. 
His second son Andrew and his family live in Grand Cayman in the Cayman Islands. 

It is a privilege to have Claude as a member of our society, please welcome him and don’t 
hesitate to ask him questions, he shares his knowledge willingly. 



Congratulations Sam & Jeanne

On winning 2023 Best Society Display and 
Best Show Theme and just received awards 

due to computer error 



Do you have an orchid in bloom and would like to enter it in the show 
display or for AOS judging?  

Plant registration is Thursday from 9am - 3pm. 
Judging is Saturday and plants need to remain in the show until Sunday at 
4pm. You will need to complete a plant entry form, forms are available on 

our website.
https://cflorchidsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/2025-CFOS-

ORCHID-SHOW-PLANT-ENTRY-FORMS-.pdf

Preparing Your Orchid for the Show Exhibit 
If you have a really nice plant that will be in full bloom during the show weekend, you may want to consider 
entering it into an orchid show exhibit or exhibiting the plant individually for a potential award.  
To prepare your plant, follow these steps. 

Groom Your Plant. You should remove dead or brown leaves and pseudobulbs from the plant. Trim dead areas 
from leaves if possible with a single edged razor blade, but not too early or edges will brown. When cutting tips of 
leaves, be sure your cut follows the basic shape of the natural leaf ending. Make sure it is insect and disease free. 
Clean the leaves with a mildly acidic solution like white vinegar, lemon juice, Sprite, 7 Up, etc to remove calcium 
build up or other spotting. Remove trash, debris, dead leaves or stems and weeds from the pot. Stake the 
inflorescence to show the flower to its best advantage. 

Identify Your Plant. To make sure your plant is properly labeled and to make sure you get your plant back after 
the show, some preparatory steps are necessary.  
 1. Complete the plant registration form with the label information including pod and parent names  
   Hybrids are written “mother x father”, so the seed-pod parent (the 'mother' ♀) is first,   
   followed by the pollen donor ('father' ♂). 
  Example: with schilleriana x wilsonii, schilleriana held the seed pod, wilsonii gave the pollen.   
  Resources for searching plant information: Bluenanta, Royal Horticultural Society, Orchid board  

 2. On a piece of masking tape write your name and plant name then remove or bury the plant tag in the pot  
      so it is not visible above the potting medium.  

Getting Your Plant to the Show. If you are not going to participate in setting up the exhibit, arrangements can 
be made with the exhibit team to transport your plant to the show.  Secure your plant in a carry box with 
newspapers to hold the plant stationary. The plants must be ready no later than Thursday 5/30/2024. 

Checklist. Here’s a handy checklist to follow for preparing your plants. 

Clean the pseudobulbs and leaves (water helps to soften the dry papery covering (cataphyll) around mature 
pseudobulbs so that you can gently rub it off). 
Make sure the media in the container is clean and free of weeds. 
Wipe the top of the leaves (vinegar, lemon juice, sprite, 7 up, diluted milk, etc.) to remove residue. Do not use 
commercial spray to shine the leaves, it is not good for the plant. 
Carefully inspect plant for pests and if any are found remove them with alcohol and a Q tip. If there is a bad 
infestation, do not bring the plant to the show. 
Inspect the flowers for thrips and other damage. If a flower is marred by the spots of Botrytis fungus it is better 
to leave the plant at home. 
Carefully stake the inflorescence if this will help present the flowers to their best advantage. If you can plan 
ahead of time it is best to train the inflorescence as it emerges and is soft, a mature inflorescence is hardened 
off and can break easily. 
Provide the plant label information in the interactive form to the Plant List Coordinator who will assign a plant 
number to your plant. 
Once your plant is identified by your name and the plant number, remove or bury the label in the pot so it is 
not visible. 
Remove any wire hangers, hoops, etc. 
Water each plant thoroughly before bringing to the show. 
If the plant is in plastic, drop it into a clay pot for stability. Place each plant carefully in a large box or container 
for transport. To keep the plants from moving around and sustaining damage you can put crumpled newspaper 
around the pots. Some people use cotton batting, florists shred or other material to protect the flowers and 
inflorescences from damage. 

Thanks to the St Augustine Orchid Society for sharing 

Wednesday April 30th

Entering a Orchid in our up coming show

Having fun 
with our 
monthly  
theme!!



July Ribbon Winners

Rlc. Toshie Aoki ‘Starburst’ 
owner Jerry Steele 

Rapeepath ‘Yellow Red Lip’ 
owner James Shepard 

Dendrobium No Id  
owner Vivian Luscuskie 

Phalenopsis. Equalacea   
owner Maren Aleman  

B. Nicosia Little Star         
owner Mike Cimato 

Den. Hibiki          
Owner Jana Evans 

Lepanthes Minetii        
owner Chris Velez 

Paplionanthe terete Miss 
Joaquin  owner Shiree Nicols 

Brsdm. Kenneth Bivin ‘Santa 
Barbara’  owner Kristen Ling 

No picture for Enc.#4 
owner Sam Starr 





Upcoming Events

We will have a membership table and sell orchids at the 
Home & Garden Show. Volunteer sign up sheets will go out 
as we get closer to the event. 




QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
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Why Will it Not Bloom, Part 3 by Ron McHatton

Cymbidium

IN THE FIRST part of this series (May), we 
discussed the general provisions that must 
be met to induce flowering. In general, 
there are two significant components to 
flowering, energy reserves and meeting the 
environmental factors to which individual 
orchids are adapted. Is my plant physically 
mature enough to bloom. Is it large 
enough to build up reproductive reserve 
energy? A good root system is absolutely 
critical to this. Once these needs are met, 
a collection of environmental factors, 
depending on the genus, comes into play. 
These include: diurnal variation between 
day and night temperatures, absolute day 
and night temperatures, seasonal variation 
in day length, seasonal variation in light 
levels, and seasonal variations in water 
availability.

Last month, we discussed these 
requirements in the genus Phalenopsis, 
including the need for coolish nights in 
the large-flowered group of species and 
hybrids. The genus Cymbidium is another 
with a substantial collection of species and 
hybrids whose flowering is tied to seasonal 
temperature variations.

As a general rule, the farther north 
and higher the elevation of the species 
natural habitat, the more pronounced is 
the need for cool night temperatures. The 
hybrids from this group have often been 
referred to as “California” cymbidiums 
because so many of them are grown 
along the California coast. These plants 
produce large, more or less round flowers 
on tall inflorescences, and are generally big 
plants. The species that make up this group 
are native to the foothills of the Himalayas. 
They initiate inflorescences with the advent 
of chillier nights as summer ends and fall 
begins. These plants generally need nights 
in the 50s F (around 12.8+/- C), depending 
on the parentage, as early as mid-August 
and can be difficult to flower well in 
areas where nights do not cool off until 
well into fall or even early winter. Many 
of them have an additional requirement 
that the day length must begin to increase 
before the buds will open. This has made 
it historically difficult for hybridizers to 
produce high-quality fall-blooming hybrids, 
although today’s early-blooming hybrids 
now rival the quality of the classic mid-
season bloomers. The keys to success with 
this group of cymbidiums are to leave them 
outside for as long as possible (they will 
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[1] Cymbidium Darrel Wong ‘Dos Amigos’ AM/AOS (Lambert Day × Karen Hawaiian); exhibitor: Pierre Pujol.
[2] Cymbidium ensifolium ‘Bull Market’ HCC/AOS; exhibitor: Ken and Amy Jacobsen.
[3] Cymbidium Golden Elf ‘Machiavelli’ AM/AOS (ensifolium × Enid Haupt); exhibitor: René E. Garcia.
[4] Cymbidium Milton Carpenter ‘Everglades Gold’ JC/AOS (Golden Elf × Via Ambarino); exhibitor: Bayard 

Saraduke.
[5] Cymbidium canaliculatum ‘Phyllis’ AM/AOS; exhibitor: Paul Chim. [Robert Stillman]
[6] Cymbidium madidum ‘Leroy’ AM/AOS; exhibitor: Orchids Limited, International. [Richard Clark]
[7] Cymbidium devonianum ‘Sycamore Creek Beauty’ AM/AOS; exhibitor: Bill Robson. [Pinkers]
[8] Cymbidium Jacqueline Hatfield ‘Candice’ AM/AOS (David Teuscher × Memoria Amelia Earhart); exhibitor: Hatfield 

Orchids. [Brandon Tam] 

Prepared for download exclusively for  Central Florida Orchid Society
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not be harmed with night temperatures 
even as low as 40F [4.4 C]), bringing them 
in only once inflorescences have begun 
to develop and keeping them cool during 
bud development to avoid blasting of the 
buds. 

The introduction of species from 
section Jensoa, often referred to as “Asian” 
cymbidiums has allowed the development 
of much more easily flowered hybrids that 
substantially lack this need for cool nights. 
These include Cymbidium sinense and 
Cymbidium ensifolium and are generally 
much more warmth-tolerant. They do 
not need the early fall cool nights to 
initiate flowering and appear to be more 
influenced by day length. Cymbidium 
Golden Elf (ensifolium × Enid Haupt) 

combines both these groups and has gone 
on to parent a wide range of hybrids that 
maintain the warmth tolerance of the 
Jensoa section with larger, fuller flowers.

Several hybridizers are now developing 
hybrid lines using decidedly tropical 
species such as Cymbidium canaliculatum, 
Cymbidium madidum (both Australian) 
and Cymbidium devonianum which also 
have much more warmth tolerance and 
less dependence on cool nights to flower. 
An added bonus is that these hybrids have 
pendent inflorescences creating stunning 
hanging specimens. 

— Ron McHatton, AOS Chief Education 
and Science Officer,  Editor (email 
rmchatton@aos.org)
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 Teri Scott - President  

Jeanne Blankenship - Vice President 
Jeanne Brenan - Corresponding Secretary 

Chloe Mobley - Recording Secretary 
Nancy Balderson - Treasurer 
Sheila Coburn - Membership 

Lori Erlacher - Past President


Dabra Huneycutt - Newsletter Editor


Leadership

Board of Directors
Althea Montgomery, Jane Poché, Denise Andreu, Maren Aleman 


	Upcoming meetings

