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WHAT’S INSIDE…      

Hello members,
Lubber grasshoppers are upon us. My first batch, hopefully my last. 
The bus trip to the Amazing Thailand orchid show was great. Everyone 
had a great time, so much I was asked to do it again. So here it is:
REDLANDS ORCHID SHOW Oct 16th Friday. 
7:30 am- 9:30. Cost $50 includes bus, tip and entrance fee. I need a full 
bus 56 people. Sign up. 
Our show is approaching please sign up for volunteer spots. Remember 
orchid bucks for helping. 
NO NAME ORCHID SALE
April 18th 9am-3pm @ 8 Lake Drive Debary, Fl 32713
Plants $20- or less 407-463-0274
April theme is Easter!
Sincerely yours, 
Teri Scott
CFOS President

A note from our President

Culture Group Meeting - First Thursday of the month at 
7:00 pm, St. John Lutheran Church.    The Culture Group 
has monthly topic discussions and/or workshops on orchid 
culture.   Join anytime.  $10 annually, pay cash at the meeting.



Membership

New Member:  Nuvia Bibiloni
Maren Aleman 
Barbara Arrindell 
April Bean 
Juan Carlos Bianchi 
Robert Boswell 
Mike Cimato 
Cynthia Ebanks 
John Georgoudiou 
Melissa Gugliano 
Robyn Hartz  
Duane Hutton 
Sara Joiner 
Mary Krese 

John Manasco 
Wendy McCleskey 
Lita-Marie Moody 
Beverly Murphy 
Ly Nguyen 
Edgar Perez 
Luz Sanchez 
Scott Sinemus 
David Smith 
Eric Thude 
Victoria Walter  
Reid Whitacre 



Membership



March Winners 

Den. Oriental Smile ‘Butterfly’  
owner N/A

Onc. tolumnia owner Albert Brueck

Paph. Hawaiian Pops Red x Hawaiian 
Spectacular Red owner Daniel Iskanya

V. Somathawil x Kultana Fragrance 
owner Albert Brueck

Rhyncattleanthe Lily Marie Alma’s 
owner James Shepard



March Winners 

Aseda. Jairak 
Brightful Red owner 
Albert Brueck

Phalenopsis 
No id      
owner Stanley 
Meyer

Den. jelwelin 
owner Albert 
Brueck

Bllra. Snowblind 
‘Sweet Spot’ 
owner Teri Scott

Gptm. Arlene 
Armour owner 
Teri Scott

Honorable Mention 
C. Harmill ‘Orange 
Flow’ x C. 
Aurantiaca ‘Mishima 
Spots’ owner James 
Shepard



Upcoming Events

NO NAME PLANT SALE!!    
April 18 9am-4pm at Teri’s 
8 Lake Drive, Debary FL  
407-463-0274

Jerry Steele will be holding an 
orchid sale at his place at 4806 
West Kelly Park Road Apopka, to 
coincide with the Apopka 
International Spring Festival. He'll 
be open Friday the 10th and 
Saturday the 11th from 10:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m.
Pictured Orchid is RIc. ( Dick 
Smith x Burdekin Wonder )



Upcoming Events



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
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These questions were part of one or more monthly webinar Q&As and compiled by Larry Sexton for inclusion here. Each month, 
a Q&A webinar is held during the first two weeks of the month. To view recorded Greenhouse Chats (Q&A webinars) or register for 
a future one, see https://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars. Send questions to greenhousechat@aos.org — Ron McHatton, AOS Chief 
Education and Science Officer, Editor, Orchids Magazine.

STRUGGLING PHRAGMIPEDIUM

QUESTION
The leaves of my Phragmipedium 

continue to turn brown. I put it outside 
last summer to see if that would help, but 
it did not. I also repotted it last year. Any 
suggestions?
ANSWER

This looks to me like a reaction to an 
environmental- or potting-mix stress and 
I suspect that the roots are very seriously 
damaged. Phragmipediums can be 
notoriously sensitive to water or potting 
mix pH, high dissolved solids, salt build-up 
in the potting mix, and, in some cases, a 
significant, sudden change in potting mix 
type. Any of these issues can cause this 
type of problem. When you repotted, did 
you switch from a moss mix to a bark mix? 
If you did, you may have lost all or most of 
the root system. 

I would first remove the plant from 
the potting mix it is in, clean up the 
root system, remove any dead roots, 
and try potting it in moss. Most of the 
phragmipediums in cultivation like to be 
moist and do not like wet-dry cycles, so 
take care not to let the moss dry out. If, 
when you examine the roots, you find a 
large number of dead roots, it would not 
hurt to treat the plant with a good systemic 
fungicide such as Thiomyl, Pagent, or 
Heritage. You could also consider a 
copper-based fungicide such as Soluble 
Copper or Phyton 27, just be careful not 
to expose any dendrobiums you may have 
to these fungicides. Dendrobiums do not 
tolerate copper. These fungicides also 

work against anthracnose fungus. 
If you so decide to attempt a rescue, do 
not expect rapid improvement. A plant 
this debilitated may take several years to 
reestablish and bloom again. 

DENDROBIUM WINTER REST

QUESTION
Please explain dry winter rest for 

dendrobiums. Do dendrobiums that are 
not deciduous need a winter rest? Are 
some plants too young to need a winter 
rest?
ANSWER

Seedlings need a far less pronounced 
dry winter rest. Seedlings need more 
uniform conditions. Seedlings are small, 
near the bark of the tree, shaded by 
other plants, and typically growing in a 
moss layer, giving them more shade and 
moisture. For nonflowering seedlings, you 
can just decrease watering frequency, but 
not to the point that they are stressed 
and canes shrivel.

The purpose of a dry winter rest for 
flowering-size plants is to mimic the 
plant’s natural environment and induce 
flowering. These plants are adapted to 
areas where the rains stop, their host 
trees lose their leaves, light levels go up, 
and temperatures drop, but the humidity 
remains high. It is several weeks of these 
conditions that signal time to flower.  

There are a few den-
drobiums that do not 
lose their leaves but 
still need a dry winter 
rest. Two of these 
common in cultivation 
a r e   D e n d r o b i um 

lindleyi (formerly aggregatum) and Den-
drobium jenkinsii. Their small pseudobulbs 
and single, leathery leaves give the 

impression that they would be delicate. 
The truth is far from it and plants will 
tolerate long periods without water if the 
humidity is high. Australian dendrobiums 
such as kingianum and speciosum also 
keep their foliage but still need a cool, dry 
winter rest.

While we are discussing dry rests, 
the term is a relative thing; a period of 
time when plants stop growing, need 
far less water, and usually prefer cooler 
temperatures (dependent on where they 
come from). How does one know the 
plant is ready for dormancy? The canes 
will stop growing. During active growth, 
there is always a new leaf coming up in 
the center of the cane. At some point, the 
cane will begin to mature, and no new 
leaves will emerge. This is the signal the 
plants are entering dormancy and should 
be kept drier. Drier does not mean desert 
dry; it means less water. Humidity should 
be maintained at normal levels. You can 
usually still water, but you want the plants 
to completely dry out without shriveling 
the canes. Nobile dendrobiums like the 
one pictured here will hold their leaves 
through the first year and then drop 
the leaves from the two-year-old canes. 
Because leaf-fall involves mature canes, it 
is common to have new growths present 
at the same time (arrow). These new 
growths need some moisture and many 
growers will mist dormant plants without 
watering the roots. Start watering the 
roots again when you can count the flower 
buds on the canes, typically in February or 
March.
ORCHID REHAB
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MCHATTON
QUESTION

What is the best way to rehab an 
orchid? Do they need more or less light 
than normal? What is the watering and 
fertilizing schedule? What do you think 
about using seaweed fertilizer along with 
regular fertilizer?
ANSWER

Care should be taken to minimize 
further stress. This generally means 
higher humidity, somewhat more shade 
and less water unless you can see active 
root growth. Overwatering at this point 
can saturate the remaining roots and 
potting medium and lead to rotting.

The plant in your picture is a bit des-
iccated, indicating either underwatering 
or loss of its root system at some point 
in time. To rehab your plant, pot it in the 
smallest pot in which the root system will 
fit using a medium of your choice. Raise 
the humidity as high as you can. Shade 
it a little more than normal and wait for 
root development. As root development 
starts, you should see the emergence 
of a new leaf. This new leaf should be 
turgid, although the existing leaves likely 
will not improve. Once root growth 
starts, you know the plant is on its way 
to reestablishing itself. Resist the urge to 
repot into a larger pot until the new roots 
fill the small one. You are much better off 
to up-pot the smaller plant at this point 
than to put the plant into a pot that is 
too big and risk rotting the new roots. If 
keeping humidity up becomes a problem, 
you can put the plant in a container such 
as a terrarium or large jar with the lid 
slightly ajar.

Seaweed fertilizers are low-
concentration fertilizers that also provide 
plant hormones. Many growers use 
them; just keep in mind that unless you 
have active root growth, application of 
fertilizers will not do much. You want a 
good, strong root system before you need 
to worry about nutrition.
CATTLEYA TWISTED LEAF

QUESTION
This orchid has a leaf that has 

twisted 180 degrees. What causes this to 
happen?
ANSWER

I suspect that the root cause is due 
to underwatering. The pseudobulbs of 
your plant are significantly wrinkled, 
and, although some wrinkling of mature 
pseudobulbs in cattleyas is expected 
depending on the pedigree, it should not 
be this pronounced. When a developing 
growth does not get enough water, 
twisting of the pseudobulbs and leaves 
can be common. I would increase the 
watering frequency until you get new 
growth that remains plump. Just keep in 
mind that the mature growths will likely 
not change so focus on new growth.

Prepared for download exclusively for  Central Florida Orchid Society
Orchid Care & Culture Sheet 
Looking for information on how to care for your orchid?These popular documents have been at the foundation 
of AOS orchid education for decades

and provide orchid care and culture information in a convenient, concise format and are available to everyone.

https://www.aos.org/orchid-care/orchid-care-and-culture-sheets



 

 

 
 

Teri Scott - President  
Jeanne Blankenship - Vice President 

Jeanne Brenan - Corresponding Secretary 
Chloe Mobley - Recording Secretary 

Nancy Balderson - Treasurer 
Sheila Coburn - Membership 

Lori Erlacher - Past President


2026 Leadership

Board of Directors
 Jane Poché, Denise Andreu, Maren Aleman, Jana Evans

Please send newsletter comments and suggestions to 
Dabra Huneycutt at cfoseditor1@gmail.com
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