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WHAT’S INSIDE…      

Hello members,

The display team has had a great year with 2 shows best 
display and theme and a second place, many best in show 
awards along with AOS awards.   I want to thank all of you 
who made it possible with your blooming orchids.   We 
have a good rest ahead, next display is in October.   Let’s 
have fun with the mounting clinic at Krull/Smith on June 6 
and a fun night of orchid bingo at our meeting!

See you soon,
Teri Scott 
CFOS President

A note from our President

Culture Group Meeting - First Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm, St. John 
Lutheran Church.    The Culture Group has monthly topic discussions and/or 
workshops on orchid culture.   Join anytime.  $10 annually, pay cash at the meeting.



Membership

New Members:  Deborah 
Huddleston, Laura Jones, Bryan 
and Marina Mayorga, Erik and 
Justine Melear, Tania Ortega, 
Maria Smith, Jeff and Shawn 
Staneff, Melissa Taylor, Emerich 
Torontali, Jan Vena

From Teri….
It is with a heavy heart and great 
sadness to inform members of 
Roger Manini’s passing just before 
our show.  I will miss him greatly as 
well as his warm smile and hugs 
before and after each culture group 
meeting.   Our last time with him 
was at our holiday party.  He will be 
missed and remembered. 

Randolph Bean, Dorothy 
Jacobson, Erin Kellow, 
Chloe Mobley, Robert 
Molpus, Gretchen Schitter, 
Jerry Steele, Boyce 
Thompson 



VCOS Show Best in Show and Best 
Theme ‘Orchids under the Big Top’

Ribbons: Teri Scott 1 First 2 Second 2 Third.   
Jana Evans 2 First.   Chloe Mobley 1 Second.   
Nancy Balderson 2 Second 1 Third.  James 
Shepard 1 First.   Maren Aleman 2 First.   
Albert Brueck 1 Second.    



BEST IN SHOW 
large Vanda 

Now for the big stuff…
BEST IN SHOW 
miscellaneous 

Zygo. 

HCC 76 points - 
Lc. Graceful 
gift 

BEST ORCHID IN SHOW 
and BEST IN SHOW Cat 5” 
larger and AWS/AOS 87 
points to Duane Hutton 
along with 7 First and 4 
Second 



CFOS Show - Orchids Under 
the Sun 

Before and after shots of the 
show and our display that 
took second place. 



CFOS Show WINNERS!

Teri Scott 2 First
BEST IN SHOW 
miniature and a Third 

Duane Hutton 3 First  2 Second  1 Third
BEST IN SHOW large vanda 
BEST IN SHOW small vanda
BEST IN SHOW cymbidium alliance for the 
zygo…again!

Cari Johnson (No pics)  BEST IN 
SHOW specimen plans, BEST IN show 
Cat 5” larger and BEST IN SHOW 
seedling first bloom

Congrats to all and apologies if we 
missed anyone!!! 

James Shepard 2 
First  BEST IN 
SHOW other Vanda

Ribbons: Jerry Steele First.  Maren Aleman 
Second.  Jana Evans Second.  Albert 
Brueck First.  Nancy Balderson. First. 
Denise Andreu First. 



Upcoming Events

Seats are limited so 
please respond to 
Nancy’s email or 
sign up at the 
Culture meeting if 
you want to attend.
We will be mounting 
digbyana seedlings 
on cedar planks, 
both are included in 
the admission.



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
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These questions were part of one or more monthly webinar Q&As and compiled by Larry Sexton for inclusion here. Each month, 
a Q&A webinar is held during the first two weeks of the month. To view recorded Greenhouse Chats (Q&A webinars) or register for 
a future one, see https://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars. Send questions to greenhousechat@aos.org — Ron McHatton, AOS Chief 
Education and Science Officer, Editor, Orchids Magazine.

ONCIDIUM PROBLEM

QUESTION
What do you think is happening with 

my oncidium? Buds have developed, but 
the leaves have problems. It was placed 
near a window, so could cold temperatures 
cause these changes?
ANSWER:

The inflorescence looks fine and 
should continue to produce normal 
flowers. The hint here is that this plant 
was near a window. So, yes, it is possible 
that cold temperatures caused this. The 
dark pitting on the leaf in the top yellow 
box does not look viral. It looks more like 
a bacterial leaf spotting common to many 
oncidium intergenerics to me. Once you 
chill or overheat some members of the 
Oncidiinae (because they do not have 
a wide cultural range to work with), the 
stress sets the plant up for bacterial and 
fungal infections. Could this have been 
from a colder period during plant growth 
and before the flower spike started? Yes. 
I do not think the problems are serious. 
I would try not to let it get cold again 
and monitor my watering frequency. The 
flowers should open normally. The dark 
spot on the top leaf looks stable. 

The accordion pleating visible in 
the left yellow box is an indication that 
the plant was dehydrated at some point 
earlier in the leaf’s development. Once 
these leaves wrinkle in this accordion-like 
fashion, they do not flatten back out. 

If you are concerned with the minor 
spotting and that larger black lesion, you 
can treat the plant with a drench of a 

copper-bearing fungicide such as Phyton 
27 or Liquid Copper. It will do no harm 
and help to prevent further damage. 
Treat every two weeks for about six 
weeks. Fungicides are typically ineffective 
against bacteria, and bactericides against 
fungi, but copper compounds can be 
used to control both. This makes a copper 
fungicide a first “go to” when you aren’t 
sure if the problem is one or the other. 
These two have the added benefit that 
they are systemic, so they help fight what 
is already in the plant. Just do not use 
copper complexes on dendrobiums.  They 
are toxic to most.

CLOWESIA CULTURE
QUESTION

The issue starts with a couple of 
yellow spots and gets worse. I grow under 
lights and water weekly. My temperatures 

REST AFTER BLOOMING
QUESTION

What is meant by a rest after 
blooming?
ANSWER:

There are two types of rest periods 
that many orchids require. Winter rests 
typically precede spring flowering. Plants 
grow, develop, and when fall comes, 
enter a period of dormancy. These winter-
dormant periods can be quite dry, with 
plants subsisting on nightly dew in their 
natural habitats. A good example of this 
sort of dormancy is Dendrobium lindleyi 
(often called aggregatum). In this case, 
this dormant period is also linked to cool 
conditions, and it is this combination that 
induces flowering.

Some orchids rest after blooming, 
and, in general, these rest periods are 
shorter and much less pronounced than 
rest periods before flowering. The rest 
period can be barely noticeable; for 
instance, many cattleyas have a brief rest 
after flowering, often lasting only a couple 
of weeks to a month. It is so brief that 
many growers do not realize it happens. 
They finish flowering, and in two to four 
weeks, new growth is on the way. Other 
plants have much more pronounced rest 
after blooming. 

So, how do you handle plants that 
rest after blooming? Reducing watering 
frequency is all that is required. Water 
plants only enough to keep leaves turgid 
and pseudobulbs firm, and watch for 
signs of renewed growth. This will be the 
appearance of new roots or new growths. 
Once activity begins, you can go back to 
your normal watering regime.

QUESTION

This is my first Clowesia, and I am 
confused by all the new growths on the 
pseudobulbs. I understand that the new 
growth at the base of the bulb is typical; 
however, the upper growth’s roots will be 
longer when reaching the medium. Which 
growth should I use as a guide to begin 
watering?
ANSWER

First, congratulations on a well-grown 
plant (and that may be contributing to all 
the new growth). The admonition not to 
water until the new roots are 2–4 inches 
(5–10 cm) long is to make sure that water 
does not get trapped in the tightly rolled 
new leaves. If that happens, rotting the 
new growth is common. Once the roots 
reach that length, the leaves on the 
growth are unfurling, and water can drain 
from the center. In this case, I would use 
the growth as more of an indicator than 
the length of any specific roots. Once 
these tightly pointed new growths have 
opening leaves, watering is fine.

MESOPHYLL COLLAPSE
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MCHATTON
range from 62–72 F (16.7–22.2 C). What 
do you think is wrong?
ANSWER

What you see is technically called 
mesophyll collapse. The inner, chlorophyll-
rich leaf tissue collapses, leaving the 
epidermal layers on either surface of the 
leaf. As the damage progresses, the outer 
layers dry out, leading to pitting and the 
ultimate demise of the leaf. Several issues 
cause superficially similar problems. 
Phalaenopsis mite damage is quite 
common, especially when the plants are 
grown under low humidity, which fosters 
mite colonies, and the damage tends 
to become more noticeable as winter 
progresses. Phalaenopsis mites are very 
tiny, almost transparent, very slow-
moving, and do not spin webs, making 
them difficult to find even with a good 
magnifying lens. Typically, mite damage 
starts on the older lower leaves and works 
its way up to the newer leaves. Mites 
can be controlled with the appropriate 
applications of a good miticide (not a 
regular insecticide) or micronized sulfur, 
which is toxic to mites.

Cold water splattered on the foliage 
can also cause mesophyll collapse. This is 
often a problem with plants grown inside 
that are moved out in the early spring and 
subjected to cold rain.  It can also occur 
if humidity condenses on the cold roof 
of a greenhouse and drips on the plants 
below. Protecting plants from cold water 
splashes will mitigate this issue.

In addition to these two more-or-less 
easily managed causes, Phalaenopsis 
chlorotic spot virus, as well as both 
Cymbidium Mosaic and Odontoglossum 
Ringspot viruses, can produce damage 
that looks like this. Unfortunately, there 
is no home test yet for the first virus, but 
you can test for the other two.

It has also been my experience that 
often, viruses are behind this sort of leaf 
damage. If the plant is not of sentimental 
value or expensive, you might consider 
simply disposing of it because it will take 
a long time to “grow out” of the damage, 
even if you treat for mites or mitigate cold 
water. Otherwise, I would test the plant 
for the two viruses you can test for and, 
assuming the test is negative, make sure 
the issue was not caused by accidental 
exposure to cold water, and then treat 
for mites. Micronized sulfur is readily 
available (Google “micronized sulfur”), 
inexpensive, and modern formulations 
can be mixed with water and sprayed 
instead of dusting. 
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Teri Scott - President  
Jeanne Blankenship - Vice President 

Jeanne Brenan - Corresponding Secretary 
Chloe Mobley - Recording Secretary 

Nancy Balderson - Treasurer 
Sheila Coburn - Membership 

Lori Erlacher - Past President


2026 Leadership

Board of Directors
 Jane Poché, Denise Andreu, Maren Aleman, Jana Evans

Please send newsletter comments and suggestions to 
Dabra Huneycutt at cfoseditor1@gmail.com


