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WHAT’S INSIDE…      A note from our President

Culture Group Meeting - First Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm, St. John 
Lutheran Church.    The Culture Group has monthly topic discussions and/or 
workshops on orchid culture.   Join anytime.  $10 annually, pay cash at the meeting.

It’s hot..hot and hotter!   What a summer this is. 
Watch for black rot with these heavy downpours, 
it spreads fast.  I am so pleased my lycaste 
bloomed.  I haven’t killed it.  Lots of events 
coming up: sales trip and show.   Will need 
volunteers to help at these 
events.   Look for the signup 
sheets.  Wear your WACKY HAT 
for extra raffle ticket!!

Hello,

Teri Scott 
CFOS President



Membership

New Members: Kathy Murphy 
& Pamela Volkman Maki Clayton 

Dakota Hunter 
Vivian Luscuskie 
Pam Marion 
Cathy Mathews 
Kathy Murphy 
Linda Scherer 
James Shepard 
Charlotte Thompson

THANKS FOR THE 
REFRESHMENTS! 

Jana Evans 
Nancy Balderson 
Vivian Luscuskie 

Jerry Steele 
Sheila Coburn



     August Winners

Den. Aridang Green 
Owner Guselle Perto

Dendrobium from Lowe’s 
Owner Vivian Luscuskie

Stanhopea No ID     
Owner Oscar Lopaz

Lsa. Dick Pippen ‘Lemon yum yum’ 
Owner Guselle Perto

Prosthechea Cochleata 
Owner Terry Drayer



     August Winners

No id                          
Owner Linda Scherer

Aeridoranda Suwannaphum 
Sunshine Owner Oscar Lopez

L. Bradei                          
Owner Guselle Porto

V. Reno Delight 2 tone   
Owner James Shepard



Upcoming Events



Upcoming Events



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
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These questions were part of one or more monthly webinar Q&As and compiled by Larry Sexton for inclusion here. Each month, 
a Q&A webinar is held during the first two weeks of the month. To view recorded Greenhouse Chats (Q&A webinars) or register for 
a future one, see https://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars. Send questions to greenhousechat@aos.org — Ron McHatton, AOS Chief 
Education and Science Officer, Editor, Orchids Magazine.

DISEASE PREVENTION

QUESTION
Can you recommend any products for 

maintenance and disease prevention?
ANSWER

This is really an entire article in itself, 
but here goes: 

First and foremost is good hygiene. 
This helps keep disease down. These 
are also environmental factors of which 
growers should be mindful, such as good 
air movement, no heat (or cold) stress, 
good light levels (both too little light and 
too much light weaken plants and make 
them susceptible to disease) and cleaning 
up dead leaves and spent flowers. Good 
due diligence prevents pest and disease 
problems from reaching the stage you 
see in the pictures here and helps avoid 
advanced problems that require serious 
chemical intervention. 

Problems caught early enough can 
be dealt with using simple things, such 
as alcohol and a cotton swab, or one of 
the other effective home remedies. Early 
insect infestations can be dealt with by 
making a citrus–based spray made from 
citrus peels. Steep them in hot but not 
boiling water, let this “tea” cool to room 
temperature, and use it as a spray. For 
insects with waxy, hydrophobic coatings, 
such as scale and mealybugs, better 
control will be had by adding a drop or 
two of dishwashing liquid to the “tea.” 
This helps to penetrate the wax coatings.

If you are willing to use chemicals, 
neonicotinoids (imidacloprid, for 
instance), Orthene, and many other 
reputable insecticides offer good control 
(do not use Orthene indoors as the smell 
is quite bad). These products are toxic to 
bees, so use them carefully and avoid spray 
drift as much as possible. If the problem 
is controlling mites, something as simple 
as a spray of micronized sulfur may give 
adequate control. Sulfur is toxic to many 
mite species, is relatively harmless, and 
actually provides nutrition to the plants 
as it washes into the potting mix.

I do not like prophylactic spraying. Be 
careful not to use the same thing over and 
over, or the pests will build up resistance. 
It is easier to pay close attention to your 
plants and deal with infestation early. 
If you go to the AOS webinar webpage 
(https://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars), 
search for recorded webinars for pests or 
diseases, and you will find several webinars. 
Insect Growth Regulators (IGRs) are great 
for longer–term control, and you can also 
find information relating to their use in 
recorded webinars as well. Remember 
to rotate these like regular pesticides to 
minimize the buildup of resistance. IGRs 
are insect hormone mimics and are much 
less toxic to non–insects. In the July 2026 
issue of Orchids, the Q&A column has a 
question on the use of IGRs, and here is a 
link to a short archived article on their use 
(https://secure/aos.org/digital–library/
202302orch_92–02/24/index.html).

JUST ADD ICE?

QUESTION
My friend cared for my healthy 

orchids while we were on vacation. Now 
there are dead spots on the leaves. It 
cannot be sunburn because some leaves 
that were under other leaves exhibit the 
same damage. I told her to give the plant 

an ice cube now and then. I suspended a 
funnel to place the ice cube in, so it would 
not touch the plant. Could the ice cube 
have caused the leaf damage?
ANSWER

I do not think this is freezing damage. 
Plastic is a good insulator, so if ice were 
placed in the funnel, the plant would get 
cool, but not cold enough to freeze. Also, 
if this were freezing damage, it would be 
all around the funnel. This damage is on 
more than one leaf and is removed from 
the funnel. It looks like sunburn to me. 
The fact that one leaf is under another 
does not rule out sunburn. If the light 
comes in at a low enough angle, it will 
burn whatever is perpendicular to the 
light source. It can go under an upper leaf 
and burn a lower leaf that is positioned 
just right. The actual damage also looks 
like sunburn. There is a sharply defined 
area where the tissue dies. The part that 
was cooked, over a short period of time, 
will collapse, turn brown or black, and dry 
out. Sunburned areas dry out and become 
almost paper–thin. The odd angles of 
burn on the underside of leaves, and the 
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Teri Scott - President  
Jeanne Blankenship - Vice President 

Jeanne Brenan - Corresponding Secretary 
Chloe Mobley - Recording Secretary 

Nancy Balderson - Treasurer 
Sheila Coburn - Membership 

Lori Erlacher - Past President


2026 Leadership

Board of Directors
 Jane Poché, Denise Andreu, Maren Aleman, Jana Evans

Please send newsletter comments and suggestions to 
Dabra Huneycutt at cfoseditor1@gmail.com
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